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Welcome to the Human Rights Shabbat 5783 Resource Pack. We hope the resources below
enrich your celebration of Human Rights Shabbat. In the pack you will find:



The cost of living crisis is impacting the lives of people all across the UK, with many
being denied the basic right to access food. Women are facing hostility and violence
in all aspects of life – in the work place, in their home, on our streets, on virtual
platforms and in politics. Hostility towards migrants and those seeking safety has
never been higher. Hate crime targeting all minority and marginalised groups is on
the rise. Close to 150,000 people in the UK are in modern slavery. 

Introduction 
Welcome to the Human Rights Shabbat resource pack 5783 (2022). This year,
Human Rights Shabbat falls on December 10th, International Human Rights Day,
when the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was signed in 1948. 
Our namesake Monsieur René Cassin co-drafted the Declaration and was one of
many Jews involved in establishing a post-war framework that ensured the horror of
the Jewish experience of persecution and genocide would never again be repeated.

“Human rights are an integral
part of the faith and tradition
of Judaism. The beliefs that
man was created in the divine
image, that the human family
is one, and that every person
is obliged to deal justly with
every other person are basic
sources of the Jewish
commitment to human
rights.”                                                 

For this year's Human Rights Shabbat our chosen
topic is celebrating the Jewish legacy of human
rights. It is at the core of our work to ‘make the
Jewish case of human rights in the UK’.
In this resource you will find a set of facts and
useful information on some of the more pertinent
human rights issues in the UK today, a collection of
Jewish texts and references, and suggested
actions. 

Executive Director, René Cassin

 (preamble, Universal Declaration of Human Right, 1948)

Outline of the resource

"... disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in
barbarous acts, which have outraged the coscience of mankind"

Monsieur René Cassin

The vision and legacy of the Declaration were to ensure that all people enjoy
equal access to fundamental rights and a life lived with dignity, humanity, and
fairness. Today, that legacy is constantly being challenged and the underlying
principles of human rights, and even the rule of law, are coming under sustained
attack. 



everyone fully enjoys their human rights as enshrined in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights
members of the Jewish community are actively engaged in promoting and
protecting these rights  

A world where:

About René Cassin
René Cassin exists to promote human rights values. We are named after the
French-Jewish co-author of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. After the
atrocities of the Second World War, the Declaration articulated a comprehensive
set of principles for a just global future. 

As ‘the Jewish voice for human rights’, René Cassin works within the Jewish
community – building support for human rights as an expression of core Jewish
values; in wider society – bringing a Jewish perspective to human rights debates,
especially on issues affecting vulnerable minorities

Our vision

Our Mission

make a compelling case for human rights values
campaign for change through a combination of advocacy, policy analysis,
public campaigning and education
lead and grow a group of committed Jewish human rights activists

To promote and protect the universal rights of all people, drawing on Jewish
experiences and values. We will:

Our Values
Solidarity - human rights belong to us all and we stand for the rights of
everyone, everywhere
Judaism - we are inspired by Jewish values and experiences
Collaboration - our work is intertwined with the efforts of others
Empowerment - we turn today's Jewish activists into tomorrow's leaders
Monsieur René Cassin - we are determined to create a legacy worthy of our
namesake 



The Jewish Legacy of Human Rights 
Knowing what happens to minorities who live in a culture where civil liberties are
curtailed is enshrined in Jewish consciousness. From a history of persecution by
the state in many countries including Spain, the Middle East, North Africa and
western Europe, the Jewish community understands why human rights laws are
important. 

International human rights law developed in response to the
Holocaust; a practical expression of the necessity to ensure
that nation states would never again be allowed to oppress
their own citizens. Our namesake, Monsieur René Cassin, a
French Jewish lawyer and judge, co-drafted the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948 to set out the
fundamental principles by which all human beings should be treated.

Jewish lawyers were also responsible for other key parts of the international
human rights framework after the Second World War. The principles of crimes
against humanity and of genocide, developed respectively by Hersch
Lauterpacht and Raphael Lemkin, lawyers from Polish-Jewish backgrounds, 
were first introduced at the Nuremberg trials in 1946.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights formed the basis for a stronger
regulatory framework through the European Convention on Human Rights in
1951, which was then brought into UK law as the Human Rights Act in 1998.

The Human Rights Act and other equality-based legislation in the UK is thus a
legacy of the Holocaust and is a practical implementation of the cry that “Never
Again” should a state exact such punishment on its own people. This is felt very
deeply by the Jewish community.

Jews have thus had personal experience of the lack of human rights, developed
human rights frameworks and, like other people, benefit from the safeguards
human rights provide.

Monsieur René Cassin



Parashat Vayishlach
By Miriam Lorei, Rabbi in training

I love when the Jewish library offers a scavenger hunt. A trail of connecting texts
across Torah, Tanach and Rabbinic writing which comes together to tell a story bigger
than any of its parts. 

The weekly Torah portion for Human Rights Shabbat, Vayishlach, provides such a
moment. And from a very undistinguished start, we end up somewhere rather beautiful
with a powerful message for human rights. 

Tucked in towards the end of our sedra, in a genealogy (family tree) of Esau’s
descendants, we find the following line: 

“Timna was a concubine of Esav’s son Eliphaz; she bore Amalek to Eliphaz.” Bereishit
36:12

A sharp-eyed reader might notice that the child born to this couple, Amalek, appears
later in our story, when he (or more likely his descendant) attacks the Jewish people in
the desert as they head from Egypt to the promised land. His method of attack is so
lowly (targeting the old and young at the back of the caravan) that the Jewish people is
given a commandment o blot out the name of Amalek. 

Where the sparse Torah verse leaves off, our tradition of Midrash picks up. Midrash is
best described as the rabbis’ “fan fiction” on the Torah. Creative and imaginative, it
weaves back-stories and meanings into our texts. The writers of the midrash point out
that Timna was the sister of Lotan, one of Esav’s chiefs, and therefore the daughter of
royalty. The midrash then explains that she wanted to convert to Judaism and join
Avraham’s household. She went to Avraham, Yitzhak, and Yaakov, but since they would
not accept her, she went and became the concubine of Eliphaz. She declared: “Better
for me to be a handmaiden to this nation [Israel], and not a noblewoman of that nation
[the chiefs of Esau]” (Midrash Tannaim on Devarim 32:47).

So apparently Amalek’s mother was turned away by the Jewish people. Putting on my
midrashic hat, this could well have been on account of Timna coming from the “wrong”
side, Esau’s side, of the family - in other words turning down her pleas to convert could
have been an act of discrimination on the basis of background, and a limitation of the
right to religious choice.



We know that any breach of human rights has catastrophic consequences. And
according to this understanding, Timna’s son Amalek would have grown up with
feelings of inadequacy, rejection and exclusion. These feelings can take people to a
damaging place. Generations later in Egypt, with a very different power-dynamic, a
latter-day Amalek sought revenge against the people who rejected his matriarch. And
hundreds of years after that, in the Purim story, Amalek rears his vicious head once
again, through his descendent Haman. 

So with the hindsight of our journey through the texts, how different does Amalek now
look? Rather than a sort of caricatured arch enemy, Amalek is actually a monster we
helped to create - through rejecting his mother and denying her the life and faith she
should have been free to choose. 

I am proud of our tradition’s capacity for remembering our un-glorious moments as
well as our high points. The Amalek story, which could easily have become one of
unqualified 
victimhood, actually became one of self-reflection in the eyes of our rabbis. We are
taught how to hold a mirror up to ourselves, even if it means going back generations,
to see our own part in a harmful situation. 

So this Human Rights Shabbat, let’s remember our own human potential to create
Amaleks. Persecution leads to persecution, but there is a happy flipside too.
Acceptance, welcome and honouring the dignity in each and every human being has a
similar multiplier effect. Perhaps the single most important line in the Torah is that
each and every human being was created in God’s image. Acting in line with this
principle is core to our faith and practice and should set the foundation for our own
human rights learning and legacy. May every Timna be embraced and treated with
dignity - this is the true way of blotting out what Amalek stood for. 

Shabbat shalom! 



The Human Rights Act

'Human rights are an integral part of the faith and
tradition of Judaism. Freedom of thought, belief and
religion are key to the life of the Jewish community.

Looking through the lens of Jewish religion, history, and
values, we do not agree with the premise of this

consultation. The Human Rights Act does not need
replacing with a Bill of Rights. Indeed, the Human Rights

Act is a Bill of Rights'
 

René Cassin Submission, March 2022



What is the Human Rights Act?
The Human Rights Act 1998 sets out the fundamental rights and freedoms that
everyone in the UK is entitled to. It incorporates the rights set out in the
European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) into domestic British law. The
Human Rights Act came into force in the UK in October 2000.

The principles of human rights evolved as a response to the atrocities
committed in the Holocaust to prevent this from ever happening again. 
Several human rights treaties were written as a response, so that never
again would states persecute their citizens including Jews, Gypsies, Roma
and Travellers, gay people and disabled people. The first of these, the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, was co-drafted by our namesake,
Monsieur René Cassin, in 1948. Shortly after, British lawyers and politicians
were very involved in drafting the European Convention on Human Rights
(ECHR) and in 1951 Britain was the first state to sign it.   
The Human Rights Act enables individual to claim their human rights in UK
courts. It requires public organisations – including the Government, police
and local councils – to treat everyone fairly and with dignity and respect.
Public organisations must not breach our human rights. In addition, they
have a positive obligation to prevent others from breaching someone’s
human rights if they are at known risk.

What are Human Rights?

they are universal - do not depend on social status or any other criteria. They
protect every individual's humanity and dignity. 
they are equality based - the only condition for claiming human rights is that
you are human
they are absolute - they cannot be removed without due process (i.e. they
protect individuals from the power of the state)

Human rights are a set of basic values and social norms, enforced by law. 



The Human Rights Act protects refugees and asylum seekers from unlawful
detention or deportation.

The Human Rights Act Protects Refugee Rights

The Human Rights Act
protects the right to equal
marriage

The right to practice religion is
essential. The Human Rights Act
provides a mechanism to allow
this to happen.

The Human Rights Act Protects Freedom of Religion

The Act holds the police accountable for failing to protect women and provides
essential legal protections that are fundamental to women’s rights, as it is the
only tool in UK law that can be used to compel the police to take responsibility
for violations against women. The Act imposes positive obligations on local
authorities and a vital legal route for women victims and survivors of violence.

The Human Rights Act Protects Women

The Human Rights Act Protects the Right to Family Life



Reduce the right to private and family life for immigration purposes
(including the right to family life for children whose parents are deported) 
Reduce positive obligations on public authorities.
Adjust proportionality for qualified rights in favour of the state against the
individual/minority groups.
Limit what courts can do if rights are breached in terms of remedies and
damages and in terms of striking down secondary legislation
Require permissions to show that an individual has suffered significant
disadvantage before they can take a case.

As it is currently drafted, the proposed Bill of Rights will weaken current
protections and reduce access to our human rights, by placing emphasis 
on responsibilities, reducing rights and remedies for the ‘underserving’. It will:  

For over a decade now, Conservative governments have been considering
repealing the Human Rights Act. Most recently, they planned to replace it with a
Bill of Rights, introduced into parliament in June 2022 by Dominic Raab, Minister
of Justice. The Bill of Rights, or ‘Rights Removal Bill’ as we call it, will
significantly weaken the Human Rights Act and, therefore the human rights
protections it provides and the ability of ordinary people to challenge decisions
made by public authorities. 

The Human Rights Act is Under Threat

The 'Rights Removal Bill' reduces the rights of those who need them most, like
asylum seekers. It creates a hierarchy that separates the ‘deserving’ from the
‘undeserving’. It threatens the right to freedom of religion and prevents human
rights law keeping up to date with current social mores. As a minority ourselves,
the Jewish community stands up for other minorities. A reduction in their rights
is a loss for us all. As Jews we know all too well where marginalising minorities
leads.



Dear [MP’s name]

As your constituent, I am writing to express my concern at the
Government’s introduction of a Bill of Rights to replace the Human
Rights Act.

This has particular implications for people of faith, including Jewish
people like myself. There are a number of cases where Jewish people
have used the Human Rights Act to obtain their right to freedom of
religion. Yet the Bill of Rights makes it harder to access all the rights
provided in the Human Rights Act, including the right to freedom of
religion, for instance through restricting public authorities’ use of
positive obligations to protect people. I am pleased to share René
Cassin’s briefing with you. This provides more detail and analysis.

In view of this, I am asking you to vote against the Bill of Rights when it
comes into the House of Commons for its second reading.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

Save our Human Rights Act! 
We are asking for your support for our campaign to save the Human Rights
Act. The Bill of Rights will reduce our basic rights including to freedom of
religion.
Please send this letter to your MP as soon as possible before the Bill of
Rights Bill has its second reading in the House of Commons.

Please let us know when you have taken this action, and of any
response from your MP

email: info@renecassin.org
Twitter @Rene_  Cassin; Instagram @rene.cassin

 



Hate Crime and
Discrimination

 
  ‘Everyone is entitled to all the rights and

freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without
distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex,

language, religion, political or other opinion,
national or social origin, property, birth or other

status.’ 
 

Article 2, Universal Declaration of Human Rights 



In the year ending March
2022, hate crime recorded by
police in England and Wales

increased by 25%

Amongst Gypsy, Roma,
and Traveller

communities three out of
four have experienced

hate speech or hate crime

These infographics and facts are designed to provide a snapshot of the reality of hate and discrimination 

 in the UK; Data collected from Office for National Statistics  and CST

People with a limiting disability or
illness are almost three and a half
times more likely to suffer serious

violence

Antisemitic Incidents category first half of 2022
 

Hate Crime and Discrimination in the UK: 
A Snapshot

https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:af7ebcfa-b96c-3676-9901-9642d76b48d8


Hate Crime is defined as “an act of hostility towards an individual as a result of
their race, religion, nationality, sexual orientation, transgender identity or
disability. This can include a range of criminal behaviour, such as verbal abuse,
threats, assault, intimidation, damage to property, harassment, and bullying”.
The following are the five nationally monitored strands:

    Disability
     Race

    Religion/Faith
    Sexual Orientation

    Transgender Identity

 

 

 

What is Hate Crime?

Hate Speech

 A hate incident is something which
may not be as serious as a hate
crime in the eyes of the law.
However, it is equally important to
report a hate incident and have it
recorded.      

Hate speech is speech expressing hatred
of a particular group. It is usually
dehumanizing; when used by trusted
authority figures following trigger
events, hate speech gives these views
respectability and prominence in societal
and media narratives. This leads to hate
crimes. Groups that are poorly
understood and already seen as distinct
from the wider population are
particularly vulnerable.    

Hate Incident



Pyramid of Hate



“Why was the first Temple destroyed? Because of three evils which
prevailed at that time: idolatry, immorality, and bloodshed…Why was the
second temple destroyed, seeing that in its time, the Jewish people were

occupying themselves with the study of Torah, the mitzvot, and the
practice of charity? Because therein prevailed hatred without cause.

This teaches that groundless hatred is considered as serious an evil as
idolatry, immorality, and bloodshed combined.”

Talmud, Mas. Yoma 9b

Jewish Mediations on Hate  

“These are the things that you
shall do: Speak truth to each
other; render verdicts in your

courts that are just and that lead
to peace.”  Zechariah 8:16

“You shall surely reprove your
kinsman, so that you don’t

incur guilt on their account.”
Leviticus 19:17

“Thou shalt not abhor the
Edomite, for he is thy brother;

thou shalt not abhor an
Egyptian, because thou was a

stranger is his land” 
 Deuteronomy 23:7

“Anyone who humiliates another in public, it is as though they
were spilling blood: we see that after the humiliated person
blushes, the red leaves their face and whiteness comes in its
place, which is tantamount to spilling their blood.”                      
 Bava Metzia 58b



As Jews we have experienced our fair share of hate crime, reported
regularly by the Community Security Trust.
The Jewish community holds in its heritage values, teachings and
warnings of the dangers of hate and intolerance.
Hate crime, hate speech and threats affect our ability to enjoy hard
won human rights, such as freedom from discrimination, and freedom
to enjoy our personal and private life
Research has shown time and again that racist or derogatory
language against minority groups can lead to a spike in hate crimes. 

 

 Take a pledge: StopHateUK
 Share our #CutItOut messages against hate and #ReachOut
messages for solidarity 
 Hate crime and how to challenge it:

 Racism: Hope not Hate  
 Gypsy, Roma, and Traveller rights and hate crime

 Disability hate crime: Inclusion London
 LGBTQ+ hate crime: Galop 
 Antisemitic hate crime: the CST
 On violence against women: EVAW 
 Learn more about the campaign to Make Misogyny a Hate Crime

 

            1. Stop Hate UK
            2. NHCAW website 

            1. Traveller Movement
            2. Friends, Family and Travellers
            3. Gate Herts 

Why is it Important to Us?

Take Action & Learn More...

https://hopenothate.org.uk/
https://www.inclusionlondon.org.uk/
https://galop.org.uk/
https://cst.org.uk/
https://www.endviolenceagainstwomen.org.uk/
https://www.renecassin.org/misogyny-as-hate-crime-supporting-the-amendment-to-ensure-law-commission-review-is-not-neglected/
https://www.stophateuk.org/
https://nationalhcaw.uk/
https://nationalhcaw.uk/
https://travellermovement.org.uk/
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/
https://gateherts.org.uk/


Join Our Event!

Roma women speak up: joy in a hostile environment Tickets,
Thu 8 Dec 2022 at 18:30 | Eventbrite

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/roma-women-speak-up-joy-in-a-hostile-environment-tickets-469101564407
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/roma-women-speak-up-joy-in-a-hostile-environment-tickets-469101564407


Women's Rights 

 “Gender equality is the unfinished
business of our time”

 
UN Secretary-General António Guterres, 2018



These infographics are designed to provide a snapshot of the situation of women's rights in the UK

Data collected from End Violence Against Women and Jewish Women's Aid

The number of police recorded domestic abuse-
related crimes in England and Wales rose 6% in the

year ending March 2021, to 845,734

It takes Jewish women on
average 11.5 years before

reaching out for help - this is
around two years higher than the

national average

 
1 in 5 women have

experienced online
harassment & abuse

 

Women are 27 times more
likely than men to be

harassed online

Women's rights in the UK: A snapshot

114,067 girls and women
in the were UK affected

by some form of violence  
in 2022. 



Was the second woman, and first Jewish woman,                                           elected
to the United States Supreme Court, where she                              successfully
fought for equal pay and against discrimination                                                       
Gender equality laws Ginsburg helped pass: non work place          
 discrimination based on gender or reproductive choices,                             state-
funded schools must admit women, women have the                         right to
financial independence and equal benefits.   
Jewish experience is deeply rooted in her understanding of gender and
racial discrimination, evidently guiding her work in human rights.

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg   (1933 - 2020) 

"I am alert to discrimination. I grew up during World War II in a Jewish family. I have
memories as a child, even before the war, of being in a car with my parents and

passing a place in Pennsylvania, a resort with a sign out in front that read: “No dogs
or Jews allowed.” Signs of that kind existed in this country during my childhood.
One couldn’t help but be sensitive to discrimination living as a Jew in America at

the time of World War II.”

Celebrating Jewish Women
Jewish women have been at the forefront of women's rights and feminist
movements

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg

Helen Suzman (1917 - 2009) 
The South African born daughter of Jewish East
European immigrants, a feminist, human rights and
anti-apartheid icon, who lived her life according to the
core Jewish belief that individuals should assume
responsibility for the wider community (Tikun Olam)
Between 1991-3, Suzman acted as the president of the
South African Institute for Race Relations, served on
the commission overseeing the first democratic
elections in 1994 and became a member of the
statutory Human Rights Commission
Suzman was twice nominated for the Nobel Peace
Prize and received the United Nations Human Rights
Award (1978) and the Medallion of Heroism (1980)

 Helen Suzman

"I stand for simple justice,
equal opportunity and
human rights. The
indispensable elements in
a democratic society - and
well worth fighting for"



Simone Veil (1927 - 2017) 
Simone Veil was a French-born Jew, Holocaust survivor                                       
 and pioneer of Equal Rights for women. She was born into                                                  
a Jewish family in Nice and in 1944 she was deported with                                                     
her sister and mother to Auschwitz and later to Bergen-Belsen. 
She was the first woman to be a Minister in France and in 1975,                   as
Minister of Health, Veil successfully introduced a law that                           
 would legalise use of contraception and decriminalise abortion.                                  
It was seen as a significant achievement and the law became widely known
as ‘la loi Veil’.  
In 1979, Veil was elected as the first President of the European Parliament.
She remained a member of that Parliament until 1993, when she re-joined
the French Government as Health Minister. There, she led efforts to improve
conditions for disadvantaged groups including the disabled, the HIV-
positive, mothers of young children and women prisoners.  

On Auschwitz:
"It is here, where absolute evil was perpetrated, that the
will must surface for a fraternal world, a world based on

respect of man and his dignity"

Hannah Ardentl

Hannah Arendt (1906-1975) 

Simone Veil 

'As Jews, we want to
fight for the freedom
of the Jewish people,
because “If I am not
for me – who is for

me?” '

Hannah Arendt was a German-born, Jewish-
American political scientist and philosopher.
After being forced to flee Europe after her
professor Martin Heidegger joined the Nazi
Party and implemented Nazi educational
policies, Arendt settled in New York.
In New York, she became the research director
of the Conference on Jewish Relations. 
Arendt's most famous known works include
Origins of Totalitarianism (1951), The Human
Condition (1958), Eichmann in Jerusalem (1963)
and On Violence.  



The government's new Online Safety Law is meant to make tech companies
step up and act to end online abuse towards women and girls. Sign this petition
to demand that the UK’s new online safety law protects women and girls from
online abuse.  

In June 2022 the UK ratified the Istanbul Convention on Violence Against
Women,  a vital human rights instrument, with the exception of articles
ensuring protections for migrant women survivors of violence.

Play your part in creating a world where ALL women are safe from violence.
Email or Tweet your MP asking them to support ratification without exception.

What More Should be Done ?

The Istanbul Convention

Make Misogyny a Hate Crime

Support an amendment to
the Public Order Bill  to

create a single specified
new offence of harassment,

which is either sexual or
motivated by

misogyny/misandry. This
will ensure that this

behaviour is not permitted
even if not obviously sexual
and can also demonstrate
the value of capturing this

aggravation to police
forces. 

 

https://www.change.org/p/michelledonelan-the-uk-s-new-online-safety-law-must-protect-women-girls-from-online-abuse?utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=custom_url&recruited_by_id=edbbec10-4ed1-11ec-b3af-61242eaf65fa
https://www.change.org/p/michelledonelan-the-uk-s-new-online-safety-law-must-protect-women-girls-from-online-abuse?utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=custom_url&recruited_by_id=edbbec10-4ed1-11ec-b3af-61242eaf65fa


Right to Food

“Everyone has the right to a standard of living
adequate for the health and well-being of
himself and of his family, including food,
clothing, housing and medical care and

necessary social services, and the right to
security in the event of unemployment, sickness,

disability, widowhood, old age or other lack of
livelihood in circumstances beyond his control” 

 
(Article 25, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948).

 



2.1  mill ion
 emergency food parcels

were given to people in crisis
by food banks in the Trussell
Trust network in the f inancial

year 2021/22.  This is  an
increase of 14% compared to
the same period in 2019/20.  

 
 

These infographics are designed to provide a snapshot of food poverty in the UK

Data collected from The Trussell Trust and The Food Foundation

Percentage of households experiencing food insecurity,
September 2022: 

Despite being one of the richest countries in the world, nearly 8.4
million adults and children living in the UK struggle to access the

food they need

 

Food poverty in the UK: A snapshot

 832,000 of these parcels
went to children

Jewish aid charity Give It
Forward Today (GIFT),

which provides families
with weekly food parcels,
has seen a 50% rise in the

number of families
appealing for help over

the last 12 months   (2021-
2022)



"When you reap the harvest of  your land,  you shall  not reap all  the way to
the edges of  your f ield,  or  gather the gleanings of  your harvest .  You shall
not pick your vineyard bare or  gather the fallen fruit  of  your vineyard;
you shall  leave them for  the poor and the strangers:  I  the Lord am your
God.”  Leviticus 19:9-10  

"When you reap your harvest in  your f ield,  and forget a sheaf in  the f ield,
you shall  not go back to take it .  I t  shall  be for  the convert ,  for  the orphan,
and for  the widow;  so that Hashem your God may bless you in al l  the work
of your hands.”  Sefer Devarim 24:19

"Share your food with the hungry,  and give shelter  to the homeless.  Give
clothes to those who need them, and do not hide from relatives who need
your help.”  Isaiah 58:7

"If  there is  among you a poor man of  your brethren. . .you shall  not harden
your heart  or  shut your hand against your poor brother,  but you shall  open
your hand to him,  and lend him sufficient for  his  need,  whatever it  may
be."  Deuteronomy 15:7-10

The Jewish Value of the 'Right to Food'  
Words by Rabbi Gabriel Kanter-Webber for René Cassin

The Jewish Food Rights Alliance
There has never been a more urgent time for a united Jewish voice in support of
the Right to Food. We believe in the fundamental right of everyone to have
access to nutritious and equitable food that is both religiously and culturally
appropriate. We believe that this will be achieved by enshrining the Right to
Food into UK law, which will hold the Government accountable for ensuring
equal and fair access to food. Our Jewish tradition propels us towards the pursuit
of equality, equity, justice, and fairness. 

Whether through ensuring ‘there shall be no more needy among you ‘(Deut. 15:4),
‘Send portions [of food and drink for Festive days] to whoever [is poor and] has
not prepared…” (Nehemiah 8:10), and the obligation on Purim to send food and to
care for the needy – access to food is central to Jewish life.





Communal Leaders  

Synagogue Communities 

Use this template and adapt it to incorporate a foundation in faith:
https://endchildfoodpoverty.org/letter

1. Write a sermon for Human Rights Shabbat on the right to food using the key
texts and information in this resource
2. Write to your MP as a faith leader calling for right to food legislation

3. Consider incorporating the campaign for a right to food and 'beyond the
foodbank' messaging into your discussion of food poverty in Jewish text
4. Consider joining the Jewish Food Rights Alliance for training, upskilling and
campaigning resources

1. Be in touch with René Cassin to book a right to food campaigner to speak at
your synagogue
2. Join the Jewish Food Rights Alliance (at no cost to your community) by emailing
info@renecassin.org. 
3. Invite René Cassin to deliver an interactive, educational session for your youth
programme on the right to food 

Youth Movements 
1. Create a 3-step action plan for integrating the Right to Food Campaign into your
social action provision. This could include anything from posting links to some of
the readings included in this pack to starting an open letter to your local MP
asking them to work towards enshrining the Right to Food into UK law 
2. Invite René Cassin to run a session at any time of the year about the right to
food. 

Jewish Organisations 
1. Visit our Right to Food Page on our website and join the Jewish Food Rights
Alliance by emailing info@renecassin.org 
2. Encourage your followers on social media to write to their MP calling for a right
to food; share this template letter: https://endchildfoodpoverty.org/letter Use the
hashtag #RightToFood 

Action Pantry

https://endchildfoodpoverty.org/letter


Hostile Environment

A refugees is... “a person who owing to a well-founded fear of
being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality,
membership of a particular social group or political opinion, is
outside the country of his nationality and is unable or, owing
to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of
that country; or who, not having a nationality and being
outside the country of his former habitual residence as a
result of such events, is unable or, owing to such fear, is
unwilling to return to it.”

Article 1, Refugee Convention 1951



These infographics are designed to provide a snapshot of the UK's hostile environment towards asylum seekers.

Data collected from The Refugee Council; gov.uk; the Immigration Observatory 

The Hostile Environment in the UK: A Snapshot

 
The UK is home to approximately 1% of the 27.1

million refugees who were forcibly displaced
across the world

24,748 People
were indefinitely

detained in the
UK last year 

13 million people are believed to have
fled their homes in Ukraine since the

beginning of the war.
 Six million have left for neighbouring

countries, and at least another 6.5
million are internally displaced. 

In the year ending June 2022, there
were a total of 170,062 visas granted

across all UK visa routes for
Ukrainian nationals



“A person who owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of
race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political
opinion, is outside the country of his nationality and is unable or, owing to such
fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that country; or who, not
having a nationality and being outside the country of his former habitual
residence as a result of such events, is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling
to return to it.”

Basic Definitions 

Asylum Seeker
A person who has left their country of origin and formally applied for asylum in
another country but whose application has not yet been concluded. Wherever
possible, we prefer to describe someone as a person seeking asylum as we feel
that the term asylum seeker is dehumanising.

Refugee

Migrant
Someone who has moved to another country for other reasons, such as to find
work.

To facilitate imminent removals from the UK, it should be used only as a last
resort and for the shortest time possible. It is not a punishment and is not for the
purpose of public protection (which is the job of prisons and the criminal justice
system).

Immigration Detention 

In the UK, a person becomes a refugee when the government agrees that an
individual who has applied for asylum meets the definition in the Refugee
Convention they will ‘recognise’ that person as a refugee and issue them with
refugee status documentation. Usually refugees in the UK are given five years’
leave to remain as a refugee. They must then must apply for further leave,
although their status as a refugee is not limited to five years.



13 million people are believed to have fled their homes in Ukraine since the
beginning of the war, according to the UN. Six million have left for
neighbouring countries, and at least another 6.5 million have been internally
displaced. 

Key Issues
Ukraine Refugee Crisis

The Refugee Convention and the ‘non-refoulment’ principle dictate that
refugees should not be returned to where they face serious threats to their
life or freedom. The Homes for Ukraine scheme is contrary to this: British
citizens can nominate individuals or families to stay with, provided they have
first applied for a visa. 
Visa conditions and sponsorship should
never be prerequisites for those fleeing
persecution. This is the reason the
Refugee Convention was introduced.
These limits mark a dark departure from
those international human rights
protections.

The Nationality and Borders Act:  the 'Anti-Refugee
Act'

This year, the government passed a set of unsafe, unjust, and unlawful

They penalise refugees because of the way they arrive here, increasing the
       Bills in the biggest attack on refugee protection ever seen in this country.

       detention of traumatised asylum seekers, making it harder to identify and
       support victims of modern slavery.

Ukraine Protest 2022



Processing Refugees in Rwanda 
The 'Rwanda Policy' is designed to enable the UK government to deport
people who come to the UK seeking asylum to make their claim and settle
them instead in Rwanda.
These measures are inhumane, dangerous, and ineffective. They contravene
international human rights obligations, including the 1951 Refugee
Convention and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948): “Everyone
has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution”
(Article 14). 
Rwanda’s record of persecuting journalists, opposing politicians and LGBTQ+
means the camps will lack any meaningful scrutiny and increase the
likelihood of abuse.
The camps are inspired by Australia’s widely condemned offshore detention
camps, which recorded a dozen deaths, violence, sexual assault, and suicide. 

Immigration Detention

Around 24,000 people are detained every year in seven detention centres, or
Immigration Removal Centres (IRCs) as they are officially called, located
across the UK, some of which are run for profit by private security companies.

More than 1500 women who have come to the UK to seek asylum are
inhumanely locked up in detention every year. Most are released back into the
community, indicating that immigration detention is both unnecessary and
retraumatizing.
The Home Office has opened a new immigration detention centre for women
in County Durham, Derwentside (also known as Hassockfield).

Manston Immigration Centre is a processing centre for newly arrived asylum
seekers who have crossed the Channel in small boats. Migrants are meant to
be held there for short periods while undergoing security and identity
checks.
A recent inspection of the centre by the Independent Chief of Borders and
Immigration, David Neals, concluded that Manston to was overcrowded
(designed to accommodate a maximum of 1,600 people, yet there are 3,000
on the site); Unsafe; Cruel Conditions; and Unlawful - some individuals were
held for up to four weeks, putting the government in breach of the law.
The majority of people in detention do not need to be there. More than 60%
of people taken into detention are eventually released.

https://detentionaction.org.uk/2021/11/12/offshore-detention-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.refugeewomen.co.uk/campaign/setherfree/
https://www.refugeewomen.co.uk/agnes-against-hassockfield/


Throughout history, the ability to seek refuge has been essential to Jewish
survival. Jewish people have been forced to seek asylum from persecution
many times. 
Jews are former asylum seekers who have been othered and dehumanised. It
starts with language like 'invasion', used by the Home Secretary in recent
months. 
We know from our own struggles seeking asylum from wartime Europe that
visas and sponsorship should never be prerequisites for those fleeing
persecution.
During WWII, Jewish refugees were interned in the Isle of Man, being called
'enemy aliens'.
After the Holocaust, human rights laws, including the Universal Declaration
of Human rights (1948) and the Refugee Convention (established in 1952),
were created to welcome refugees.

 
We believe that the British public, and the Jewish community, have an important
stake in maintaining a domestic protection system for vulnerable minority
groups, including refugees and asylum seekers.

Why Must We Challenge This?

ֶכ֗ם ֣ר ִאּתְ ֶאְזָר֣ח ִמּכֶם֩ ִיְֽהיֶ֨ה ָלֶכ֜ם ַהּגֵ֣ר ׀ ַהּגָ ֹ֥א תֹונ֖וּ אֹתֹֽו׃  ּכְ ַאְרְצֶכ֑ם ל ָך֛ ּגֵ֖ר ּבְ ְוִכֽי־יָג֧וּר ִאּתְ
ֵהיֶכֽם ֹֽ ֶאֶ֣רץ ִמְצָרִ֑ים ֲאִנ֖י ְיהָו֥ה ֱאל ֽי־ֵגִר֥ים ֱהִייֶת֖ם ּבְ ֔מֹוָך ּכִ ֥ לֹו֙ ּכָ ַהְבּתָ ְוָאֽ

When a stranger lives with you in your land, do not ill treat them. The stranger who lives
with you shall be treated like the native-born. Love them as yourself, for you were

strangers in the Land of Egypt. I am the Lord your God.

 Vayikra 19:33-34

Jewish detainees on Isle of Man, 1940

We cannot let
history repeat

itself



How Can You Help?

Jewish bloc at Manston protest, 2022

Derwentside protest, 2022

On Immigration Detention

Donate to Detention Action’s legal
challenge to have Manston ruled unlawful 
Learn more about the local campaign to
shut Derwentside down and W4RW’s
detention campaign. 
Attend a Derwentside faith vigil on the
first Sunday of every month to stand in
solidarity with those inside and to collect
toiletries/other necessities. 
Get in touch with Campaigns Manager,
Esther, at esther.raffell@renecassin.org to
find out more.

Rwanda Policy 
 Write to your MP to stop the Rwanda policy urging them to
continue to challenge the inhumane detention regime in the
UK.
Donate to the legal fight here, led by Freedom from Torture, to
get the government to back down or have the plans overturned.

Continue to welcome
Ukrainian refugees into
your homes and
communities.  
Support World Jewish
Relief's Ukraine Crisis
Appeal. 

Ukranian refugees

https://www.crowdjustice.com/case/manstonjustice/
https://notohassockfield.org.uk/
https://www.womenforwomen.org/will-you-use-your-powertochange?src=GGWD22032A&gclid=Cj0KCQiAveebBhD_ARIsAFaAvrGddsXPyloEsk5kMTpJ1eAhoYDQ1haAq7Q5D1r1YirzVWt7H1CATK8aAnGrEALw_wcB
https://www.refugeewomen.co.uk/campaign/setherfree/
https://www.crowdjustice.com/case/rwanda/?utm_campaign=22DC030&utm_source=website&utm_medium=referral%3Futm_content%3Dfight-back
https://www.worldjewishrelief.org/ways-to-donate/appeals/1267-ukraine-crisis-appeal


Slavery

"No one shall be held in slavery or servitude;
slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited in

all their forms"

Article 4 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights



50 million people worldwide are in modern slavery

one in four are children 

 

Data collected from: Unseen; anti-slavery international; ONS, the ILO, Qima

Modern slavery: A Snapshot

more than 100,000
people in the UK are in

modern slavery,
according to slavery

experts

around 10,000 people
in the UK are in modern

slavery, according to
the UK Government

Number and prevalence of persons in modern slavery, by category,
sex, age, and income grouping



Human trafficking: using violence, coercion, or deception to recruit and
transport people for purposes of forced sex work, labour, criminality or
marriage.
Forced labour: any work done against their will under threat of punishment.
Debt bondage: those in poverty who borrow money and must work to pay off
debts.
Forced and early marriage: someone forced to marry against their will and
cannot leave.
Domestic servitude: when working in another person's home and may be
particularly vulnerable to abuses, exploitation and slavery.
Child slavery: when a child is exploited for someone else's gain. This can include
child trafficking, child soldiers, child marriage and child domestic slavery. 

Today, someone is in slavery if they are forced to work and controlled by an
employer through mental or physical threats of violence. The predominant forms of
slavery are: 

Definitions

When an individual is exploited by others, for personal or commercial gain, they
are in modern slavery. Whether tricked, coerced, or forced, they lose their
freedom. This includes, but is not limited to, human trafficking, forced labour and
debt bondage.

Modern Slavery

Modern Slavery Act (2015)
In 2015, the British Parliament passed the Modern Slavery Act. Provisions within
the Act included an increase in maximum sentences for trafficking offenders,
assured protection for victims and the establishment of the UK’s first-ever
Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner. 
As a result of the Act, the number of identified victims has risen by 40%, and
there have been more prosecutions for slavery offences. However, the Act has
deficiencies: big businesses face zero sanctions for failing to examine their
supply chains, and there is no proper long-term support for survivors.

Although the word slavery conjures up historical images of Biblical slaves in
Egypt before the Exodus, or the trans-Atlantic slave trade in colonial America and
the British Empire, enslavement exists today in many forms. Modern slavery may
not always involve shackles and chains, but there are actually more slaves today
than at any point in human history.

https://www.antislavery.org/slavery-today/modern-slavery/


Current Issues and Their Implications 
for Slavery and Trafficking

The Nationality and Borders Act (2022) 
Passed into law in April 2022.
Expands the inhumane use of detention and penalises asylum applicants
(for arriving via 'illegal' routes to the UK). 
Endangers trafficked and modern slavery victims by reducing sanctioned
routes and thus making perilous journeys.
The Act also increases the threshold for concluding if someone is a victim of
slavery and will discourage traumatised victims from having the support
and time necessary to access support.

Sending Asylum Seekers to Rwanda

The UK government has initiated plans to propose offshore processing and
settling of asylum seekers in Rwanda.
The government has confirmed that victims of trafficking will be among
those sent, without any assurance of how they will identify or support these
survivors. 
Despite the government’s claim that its immigration measures are to punish
people smugglers, this system will make trafficking more likely. 
Trafficking of men for labour and sexual exploitation is a known and
recorded risk in Rwanda. 
The fear of being sent to Rwanda will stop survivors in the UK from coming
forward and accessing support. 

War in Ukraine

People fleeing violent conflict are known to be highly vulnerable to
traffickers, as evidenced by previous crises in Syria, Afghanistan and
elsewhere.
There is serious concern about homelessness, due to authorities lacking the
funding to support the accommodation needs of these incoming refugees.
The matching process in Homes for Ukraine has failed to protect against
exploitation: limited checks and lack of longer-term oversight. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/memorandum-of-understanding-mou-between-the-uk-and-rwanda/memorandum-of-understanding-between-the-government-of-the-united-kingdom-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-and-the-government-of-the-republic-of-r
https://www.state.gov/reports/2020-trafficking-in-persons-report/rwanda/
https://www.humantraffickingfoundation.org/s/Online-Forum-April-28th-Minutes.pdf


Contemplating Modern Slavery Through
the Lens of Jewish Tradition 

We acknowledge our freedom in prayer

Blessed are you, Adonai, our God, ruler of
the universe, who did not make me a slave

Birkot Hashachar, Sidur Ashkenaz. 

ה ְייָ ֱאלֵֹהֽינוּ ֶמֶֽלְך ָהעֹוָלם, רוְּך ַאּתָ ּבָ
ִֽני ָעֶֽבד. ּלֹא ָעׂשַ ׁשֶ

We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt –
now we are free.

Pesach Haggadah quoting Deut. 6:21

ה ִמְצָריֽם ַעּתָ ֲעָבִדים ָהִיינוּ ְלַפְרעֹה ּבְ
ֵני חֹוִרין – ּבְ

 "The foundations of Jewish belief stand on the principle
that all people are created in the image of G-d and every
single person, deserves to be treated with respect. That
is why slavery demands our urgent attention.”                                 

Two girls wearing banners with the slogan 'Abolish child slavery!' in English and Yiddish, May 1  
1909 Labour Parade, New York City

Chief Rabbi, Ephraim Mirvis



Take Action and Learn More! 

Get more informed: The more people who know about modern slavery, the
better chance we have of preventing it. René Cassin runs bespoke
education for youth movements, schools and university societies. We
organise speaker events with leading anti-slavery charities to come into
communities and speak about their work. Individuals help multiply the
reach of events like this by supporting us on social media or through blogs
and columns in community, local and national press. 
Know how to spot the signs: Get in touch with René Cassin, and we will
work with you to run training in your community on what modern slavery is
and what to do if you suspect it happening near you. If you are concerned
about modern slavery in your community, you can contact your local police
force on 101 or the Modern Slavery Helpline on 08000 121 700. If in doubt,
please report it! There is more information on the National Crime Agency
website, here.
Support survivors of slavery: René Cassin works with a number of amazing
charities that support survivors of modern slavery. Charities provide
counselling, shelter, English lessons, employment schemes and more. Help
us raise money for these essential charities through fundraising events and
projects. 
Learn more about the risks of the Rwanda policy for modern slavery and
exploitation 
Read more about the risk of slavery for Ukrainian refugees in the Human
Trafficking Foundation’s report.
Go to Anti-Slavery Org to find more key resources, and how you can help 

Modern Slavery is a big, complicated problem, but the Jewish Community can
play a role in tackling it. Here is how: 

"You may choose to
look the other way

but you can never say
again that you did not

know”  
William Wilberforce,  1789

William Wilberforce

https://www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/599abfb4e6f2e19ff048494f/t/627138d5f8911a7cd4af9c99/1651587286212/Online+Forum+April+28th+-+Minutes.pdf
https://www.humantraffickingfoundation.org/ukraine-response
https://www.antislavery.org/the-situation-in-ukraine-key-resources-and-how-you-can-help/


Contact us via leadershipdev@renecassin.org

Apply Now! 



Campaign teams  -  these small  teams meet regularly to
discuss the latest developments.  

Internships  -  Interns play a vital  part  in our work –
researching human r ights issues,  writ ing reports and
contributing to the day-to-day running of the charity at
the forefront of  human r ights work.

Work experience  -  for  sixth-form students who want to
help and get an insight into the workings of a small
charity.

Volunteer  -  If  you have specif ic skil ls ,  such as IT,
communications,  and design,  let  us know!

Visit  our  website www.renecassin.org  for  news of our
latest campaigns and events,  and sign up to our
newsletter.

                Follow  us on Twitter :  @Rene_Cassin
                Follow  us on Instagram :  @rene.cassin
                Like  us on Facebook :  /renecassin/

Get involved
We are a small  charity,  but we are effective and
successful  because of the commitment of  our supporters.
Add your voice to our call  for  human r ights for  all  by
getting involved in our work:

Keep in Touch

Email us at: info@renecassin.org



"Where, after all, do universal human rights
begin? In small places, close to home – so close

and so small that they cannot be seen on any
maps of the world. Yet they are the world of the
individual person; the neighbourhood he lives in;

the school or college he attends; the factory,
farm or office where he works. Such are the

places where every man, woman and child seeks
equal justice, equal opportunity, equal dignity

without discrimination.
Unless these rights have meaning there, they

have little meaning anywhere. Without concerned
citizen action to uphold them close to home, we

shall look in vain for progress in the larger world.”

Eleanor Roosevelt, 1958



"The Universal Declaration of Human Rights was a
 united, global and revolutionary response to the horrors  of

the Second World War. For the first time, nations
acknowledged limits to their sovereignty, and agreed

common standards on the rights of individuals against the
tyranny of the state. A lifetime on, we must not forget why

the Declaration was needed, as once again we face the
dangers of xenophobia, nationalism and intolerance.  

 
   René Cassin played a huge role in developing this vital text -
to supporting the human rights charity named in his honour is

to support the struggle for human rights and   the rights of
individuals across our globe.”

 
                

 

We rely heavily on the kindness of our supporters for the funds to
continue our vital work. Please help René Cassin protect and
promote the rights of some of our most marginalised and
vulnerable neighbours. 

You can make a one-off or regular donation to René Cassin via our
website at: www.renecassin.org/donate/

Philippe Sands KC, human rights lawyer and author

Support Our Work

This resource was produced
thanks to the generous support of

The Anglo-Jewish Association 

https://www.renecassin.org/donate/

