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"WHERE DO UNIVERSAL HUMAN RIGHTS BEGIN? 

IN SMALL PLACES, CLOSE TO HOME."
 

ELEANOR ROOSEVELT, 1958.
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USING THIS PACK

Understanding: A brief overview of the topic, a Jewish perspective,

and René Cassin's work on it 
Educating on: Some suggestions for activities, discussion
questions and ways to take action  

This pack covers a range of René Cassin's campaign issues. Each

campaign is split over two pages that you can use as inspiration for

education and programming. 

INTRODUCTION
        Welcome to René Cassin's digital summer toolkit! 
We have put together a wide range of activities and discussion
questions covering all of our major campaigns at René Cassin.
From the right to food to the rights of women and the Uyghur
genocide, this toolkit is designed to encourage engagement with
human rights. We hope this toolkit helps enhance your educational
programming this summer. 

ABOUT RENÉ CASSIN
René Cassin works to protect and promote universal rights drawing on
Jewish values and Jewish experience. 
We hope to continue the legacy of our namesake, French-Jewish jurist,
Monsieur René Cassin, who co drafted the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. 
Our vision is of a world where everyone fully enjoys their human rights as
enshrined in the Declaration. Current campaigns include the stopping
Uyghur Genocide in China, Modern Slavery, Immigration Detention,
Women's Rights, and the Right to Food.  
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Campaigning resources
René Cassin: https://www.renecassin.org/
This is our website! Find out more about our campaigns and resources
related to them here 
Campaign Bootcamp: campaignbootcamp.org/resources/
Information about how to start and run a human rights campaign 
Iwill: https://www.iwill.org.uk/
Social action campaign for empowering young people to increase participation
in volunteering and campaigning 

 

Jewish resources
Jewish Women's Archive: https://jwa.org/
Archive documenting Jewish women's stories to encourage women today 
OnOneFoot: https://www.on1foot.org/
Human rights commentary on weekly Torah portions and Jewish holidays
T'ruah: https://www.truah.org
The Rabbinic call for human rights 

Human rights
Liberty: https://www.libertyhumanrights.org.uk/
The UK's largest civil liberties organisation that campaigns 
Amnesty: https://www.amnesty.org.uk/ 
The UK branch of amnesty, a global movement that aims to safeguard human
rights
EachOther: https://www.eachother.org.uk
a UK-focused charity that uses independent journalism, storytelling and
filmmaking to put the human into human rights.

 

ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES
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Why?

Jewish 

Angle

René 

Cassin

UNDERSTANDING:

HUMAN RIGHTS
After the Holocaust, our namesake Monsieur René Cassin con-drafted the 
 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). The preamble recognised
that  "Disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous
acts which have outraged the conscience of mankind". In order to prevent
similar atrocities from happening again, the United Nations set to define what
rights individuals possess regardless of nationality, gender, ethnicity or religion.
Discrimination and racism are unfortunately still with us today, so human rights
are more important than ever across the world.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights not only emerged from the Jewish
experience of persecution, but many of the concepts are central tenets of the
Jewish religion. The classic Jewish texts of the first 2500 years call us again and
again – first as Israel, then as Jews – to accept our responsibilities as
individuals and as a nation to care for other people, and act to justice,
compassion and loving-kindness to those people we find in pain, or those
who are vulnerable in society.

Our namesake, Monsieur René Cassin, was at the heart of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. Cassin, a French lawyer, made it his mission
after the Holocaust to make the lesson 'Never Again' a reality by dedicating his
life to creating an international system of moral values. We aim to uphold his
commitment to protecting the rights of the marginalised and persecuted to
ensure we are worthy of keeping his legacy. 

https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
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EDUCATING ON:

HUMAN RIGHTS
Discussion

Are some human rights more
important than others?
How do we make people more
aware of human rights abuses?
How do we protect human rights in
the UK?
Who's responsibility is it to protect
human rights?
Why, as Jews, should we care?

After reading together some of the
UDHR: 

Activity 

Inspire your chanichim by getting them to make
a human rights version of top trumps! 

Step 1: Prepare some background information
on different human rights issues and individuals

Step 2: Design with the chanichim templates for
the top trumps, with categories for example in
"relevance today", "impact" and "widespread
appeal" 

Step 3: Use the cards as a prompt to discuss
what makes a human rights campaign/activist
effective and memorable 

Step 4: Encourage the chanichim to play top
trumps with the cards and ask what they have
learnt from the session

 

Take action!

Take what you have learnt with you
back to your schools and plan a
human rights assembly or class
presentation on any of the human
rights issues you have been inspired
about! 
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Despite being one of the richest countries in the world, nearly 8.4 million
adults and children living in this country struggle to access the food they
need. Unsurprisingly, COVID-19 has driven up these numbers, causing a sharp
rise in the amount of families relying on food banks to feed themselves and
their children. 

WHY?

Food sits at the heart of Judaism. On Shavuot we read from Leviticus, where
we are told that, “you shall not pick your vineyard bare or gather the fallen
fruit of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the poor and the stranger.”
We carry in our rich Jewish texts and values a duty to care for those who do
not have access to food. 

 We are making a commitment to look beyond the food bank for solutions to
growing food injustice. As the gap between wages, benefits and food costs
continue to grow, we cannot permit food banks to become a substitute for a
comprehensive social security system. We must find structural ways to
ensure the right to food can be enjoyed by all.

JEWISH 
ANGLE

RENÉ
 CASSIN

UNDERSTANDING:

THE RIGHT TO FOOD 
We are campaigning for the right to food to be enshrined in UK law 

Spotlight on: Marcus Rashford  

 
Footballer Marcus Rashford has given his support to the Liverpool born #RightToFood
campaign. This follows his petition to end child food poverty has topped a million
signatures as thousands of cafés, restaurants and local businesses stepped in to
support struggling families without access to free school meals over the 2020 school
holidays.
It is one of only five parliamentary petitions to attract a million signatures, and the first
since the last general election, motivated by the 22-year-old Manchester United
footballer’s campaigning skills and deft use of social media to gather support. 
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EDUCATING ON:

THE RIGHT TO FOOD 
Activity Discussion

Take action!

What comes to mind when you
think of food security?
Why do people go hungry?
Should the government be
responsible for making sure
everyone can eat? If not, who
should be?
What does the 'right to food'
mean to you?

At René Cassin, we have developed our recipe for
rights, outlining our commitment to enshrining the
right to food in UK law. René Cassin believes that
the right to food requires grassroots action,
legislation and effective campaigning in order
to come together. 

Ask your chanichim what they think needs to be
done  to ensure the right to food is enshrined in UK
law. What role can youth movements play? Who
should the targets be? 

 

Scan the QR code below to find a
copy  of our #RightToFood
pledge. Chanichim could ask the
camp to sign the pledge and
indicate why you backing the right
to food. If you upload them to social
media, remember to tag
@renecassin so we can see them!  
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UNDERSTANDING:

MODERN DAY SLAVERY 

Why?

Slavery is not history. While it calls to mind images of the Israelites in Egypt or the
trans-Atlantic trade, it is here and it is now – in the UK today there are as many as
140,000 victims of slavery or trafficking. Modern slavery exists in many forms –
including forced labour, child labour, forced marriage and human trafficking,  and
is defined as requiring a person to perform compulsory labour for little or no pay
under the threat of violence.  Read Ben's story below, to understand how people
can become vulnerable to slavery. Although slavery is illegal everywhere, it
can happen anywhere, and there are more enslaved people in the world today
than at any point in history. 

Jewish 

angle 

Slavery and trafficking are unavoidably connected to Jewish experience.
Particularly during the festival of Pesach, Jewish people remember the pain of
slavery. As we celebrate our freedom, we should remember the countless
people around the world, including here in the UK, who do not share our good
fortune

Ben's story

René 

Cassin

We work to raise awareness of the problem of modern slavery in the Jewish
community, running workshops in schools, synagogues on what modern slavery
is and how to spot it as activists in certain places such as soup kitchens. We also
advocate in Parliament for more effective and humane anti-slavery laws. As part
of Free for Good, a coalition of anti-slavery groups who are pushing the
government to improve its support system for victims of slavery, to prevent re
exploitation, and campaigning against measures in the government's New Plan
for Immigration which will make it harder to spot and effectively protect
trafficking survivors. 

A British man called Ben, who was unemployed and living on the streets of a
major UK city, was approached at a soup kitchen and offered work and
accommodation by a couple who ran a block paving business. Ben was socially
isolated, having broken up with his girlfriend and lost his job in a short space of
time: he lacked any form of support network. Seeing no other option, he agreed
to go. He was taken to a site many miles away where, upon arrival, he was
subjected to intimidation and violence. He was forced to work paving driveways,
and was paid little or often nothing for his labour. He was terrified of the
consequences of trying to leave, so submitted to this abuse for a long time.
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EDUCATING ON:
MODERN DAY SLAVERY 

Quiz activity Discussion

Take action!

1.How many slaves are there in the

world today? 41 Million

2. How many slaves are there in the UK

today? 140 Thousand

3. What year was slavery abolished in

the UK? 1833

4. How much money does Modern

Slavery generate per year? $150 Billion

5. What percentage of today’s slaves are

women?  70%

6. What percentage of today’s slaves are

children? 25%

7. Where do slaves come from into the

UK? Albania, Vietnam, Nigeria,

Romania, Poland

8. If slavery were a country it would be

the size of:

USA      Spain        Chile       Russia

What does the Jewish
experience of slavery teach us
about our responsibilities? 

How would you recognise a
victim of modern slavery?

What would be important for a
survivor of modern slavery in
order to rebuild their lives?

Scan the QR code to calculate  your
'slavery footprint', how modern
slavery contributes to what you
consume everyday. 

Then make a pledge to reduce your
slavery footprint by 25% and check
again in one year. 

Encourage your friends and families
to do the same.  

https://slaveryfootprint.org/
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Hate crime is a crime motivated by a particular group, based on six characteristics:
race or ethnicity, religion or belief, sexual orientation, disability, transgender identity
and, as of 2020, misogyny (being a woman). Those affected are from marginalised
groups often demonised by narratives in wider society and media. Across Britain
today, we have seen increased hostility with 2019-20 seeing over 105,000 incidents.
In 2020 more than three-quarters of Gypsies, Roma and Travellers had experienced
a hate crime, but only one in five sought help, and disability hate crime doubled in
2020.  Hateful language is usually an accurate predictor of bias, structural exclusion,
and escalating hate crime, as illustrated by the 'Pyramid of Hate', Allport's Scale of
Prejudice and Discrimination.
Our namesake, Monsieur René Cassin, co-drafted the Universal Declaration on
Human Rights to prevent hostility or prejudice against any community, and was one
of many Jews involved in establishing a post-war framework that ensured the horror
of the Jewish experience of persecution would never happen to others. The Jewish
community has benefited from the protection of rights, producing a proud practicing
community deeply rooted in the wider society. We carry in our heritage, values
and teachings, warning of the dangers of hate and intolerance, and the importance
of standing in solidarity with others. 

Hateful language is an accurate predictor of exclusion, hate crime, and violence. We
know this from evidence and from our experience as Jews. Together with the Traveller
Movement, who campaign for Gypsy, Roma and Traveller rights, we launched the
#CutItOut campaign, calling on politicians and now on Jewish university societies and
Moishe Houses, to root out prejudicial language. We ask these groups to take a
pledge against hate towards any marginalised group and commit to #ReachOut,
championing diversity and solidarity in everyday life, actions and events. 

UNDERSTANDING:

HATE CRIME 

Jewish

 angle 

René 

Cassin

Why?

https://www.renecassin.org/join-the-campaign-to-cutitout-2/
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EDUCATING ON:

HATE CRIME 

Activity 
List minority groups in your country, e.g religious,
ethnic group, gender identity, sexual orientation,
disabled groups

 
Introduce the concept of hate crime and the pyramid
of hate as a visual learning tool to understand the
progress of prejudice. 
In groups, read the case studies of hate crime. 
         
Pick out the different behaviours described, write
them on post it notes, and place them on the pyramid
of hate. 

 

Michael Bailey is a 61-year-old father of three who has a muscle-
wasting disease. He was terrorised by a group of teenagers. If they

knew he was at home they would bang on the windows, throw
bottles and shout abusive names such as ‘freak’ and ‘coffin dodger’.
He was tipped out of his wheelchair while local youths demanded
his money; and had his mobility scooter torched. He was afraid to

leave his house or to have people visit him, and contemplated
suicide. He had contacted the police on more than 20 occasions, but

only eight of these incidents were recorded and only one was
categorised as a disablist hate crime.

disability hate crime: case study  
“Random people would just
shout ‘Dirty fucking pi***s’.

‘Get out of my country’, ‘I will
burn your caravan down

when you sleep!’ and at one
point a woman screamed at
my nine-year-old sister ‘Dirty

thieves who should have
been deported. “I've been

called a ‘pi**y’ regularly. I've
had my vehicle vandalised

with graffiti. I've been
threatened that they are

going to come back and set
my van on fire”. 

Gypsy, Roma, and
Traveller hate 

crime: case study  

Take action!

Join the #CutItOut and #ReachOut
campaign signing our pledge against hate.
You can find a bigger version and social
media toolkit on our website, here. 

How would you define hate
crime in your own words?
What are the key differences         
between hate crime and other
crimes
Why do people commit hateful
acts?

Discussion

https://www.renecassin.org/join-the-campaign-to-cutitout/
https://www.renecassin.org/join-the-campaign-to-cutitout/
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UNDERSTANDING:

WOMEN'S RIGHTS 

Women are half the world’s population, yet they do two-thirds of the world’s
work, earn one-tenth of the world’s income, and own less than one per cent
of the world’s property. Attaining equality between women and men and
eliminating all forms of discrimination against women are fundamental
human rights. 
Women around the world nevertheless regularly suffer violations of their
human rights throughout their lives, and realizing women’s human rights has
not always been a priority. Achieving equality requires a comprehensive
understanding of the ways in which women experience discrimination and
are denied equality so as to develop appropriate strategies to eliminate such
discrimination.

Our Jewish tradition is built on the values of justice, fairness and
equality. These values are central to advocating for, and protecting, the
rights of women. Over the past few years, Jewish women have spoken truth
to power in the face of sexual harassment in the workplace. Charities like
Jewish Women's Aid work to support Jewish women who have experienced
domestic abuse and sexual violence.

Women’s rights are human rights. Women have the right to live free from
violence and discrimination; to enjoy the highest attainable standard of
physical and mental health; to be educated; to own property; to vote; and to
earn an equal wage. 
These rights will be fully realised only when they are proportionately
represented in all sectors of society.  Our work has always addressed
women's rights, from the experience of women in detention to specifically
plaforming the experience of Uyghur  women. Our '190 for 190' campaign
brought together 200 Jewish communal workers to ask for the swift
ratifiication of Covention 190 on preventing sexual harassment in the
workplace. 

 

https://www.renecassin.org/launching-190-for-c190/
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EDUCATING ON:

WOMEN'S
RIGHTS 

Activity 

Take action!

Run a photo pledge campaign on
your camp and get as many people
as you can to pledge to standing
up for women's rights. Need
inspiration? Check out our '190 for
190' campaign on our website! 

Discussion
1)  When you hear the term 'women's
rights, what comes to mind?

 2) Since we have international
human rights standards for all, why is
it important to talk about women's
rights?

3) Is there a difference between
women's rights and human rights?

5) What are some of the biggest
challenges in the way all women
realising their full rights? 

New visions for women's rights:
Time to get creative. You'll need:
-Big sheets of paper (Flipchart size)
-lots of coloured pens 
1) Have chanichim draw a circle in the middle of
their paper, inside the circle they will draw
themselves and write 'my sphere of influence'
2) Around the sides of the circle, they will
draw/write the things that they themselves have
the power to make better for women
3)  They will then need to draw a bigger circle
that encases the first one, in this they will draw
thier camp and write 'our sphere of influence',
they repeat step 1 but with regard to the
influence the camp has e.g take a stand against
discrimatory language towards women 
4) Repeat above, this time with a focus on wider
society 
5)Ask chanichim if they are willing to share their
map and map out similarities/differences
between them 
6) Ask chanichim how this map can act as a
blueprint for protecting women's rights. What
can we start with?What can we work on
together? 
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UNDERSTANDING:

THE UYGHUR
GENOCIDE

Who are the

Uyghurs?

Evidence of

genocide

What is

happening in

Xinjiang 

Background to

human rights

abuses

The Uyghurs are an ethnic (Turkic) and religious (Muslim) minority whose East
Turkestan homeland was invaded and re-named Xinjiang by China in 1949. The
Uyghurs have a rich cultural history going back almost 4,000 years. Today,
Uyghurs practice a moderate form of Sufi Islam and lead predominantly secular lives.
There are an estimated 20 million Uyghurs living in East Turkistan and abroad, though
Chinese sources put the number at 11.65 million.
Most Uyghurs do not regard themselves as “Chinese,” as they have a different
ethnicity, religion, and language. 

To achieve its policy, China has set up so called ‘re-education’ camps in Uyghur region  
and Uyghur people disappearing. It estimated there are up to 500 labour,      
 ‘re-education’ and concentration camps, in which between up to three million
Uyghurs and other ethnic groups have been incarcerated in these camps. 
Leaked evidence and survivors accounts reveal that many people are detained simply
for sporting long beards, wearing a veil, speaking the Uyghur language, accidentally
visiting foreign websites or at times for no clear reason at all.                                   
 Detainees are subject to torture, mass surveillance, heavy policing, forced Mandarin
classes, forced sterilisation, sexual abuse – all in a bid to control and indoctrinate
Uyghur Muslims and other ethnic minority groups.

Recent evidence has shown that the actions of the Chinese Government towards
the Uyghur people may amount to Genocide. ‘Genocide’ as defined by the
Genocide Convention requires destruction of the group (in whole or in part) as the
intended result, and this may be achieved in a number of ways. 
The acts committed in the persecution of Uyghurs are supported by evidence of the
specific intent to destroy this ethno-religious group.

Since 1949 the Uyghur homeland has been a part of the People’s Republic of China.
Decades of Han migration and discriminatory policies towards Uyghur people have led
to tensions and sporadic violence. 
Since 2009 tensions have escalated, and in 2014, the Chinese government
commenced the “Strike Hard Campaign against Violent Terrorism”. Under the
guise of security, the Chinese government labelled the entire Uyghur community “as a
terrorist collective” and any behaviour that could disagree with the Chine Communist
Party’s line or traditional Han Chinese ways of life is seen as dangerous.
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EDUCATING ON:

THE UYGHUR GENOCIDE

Take action!

Join a weekly Jewish demonstration
outside the Chinese Embassy’s Cultural
Section, 11 West Heath Road,
Hampstead London NW3 7UX,
Tuesday 6.00-7.00pm

Activity 

In February 2022 China will be hosting the
Winter Olympic Games. Rather than being a
cause for celebration and pride for China, we
want these games to be known as the
‘#Genocide Games’. Think what you can do to
raise awareness on the plight of the Uyghurs so
that athletes, sponsors and Olympics governing
bodies speak out about the persecution of
Uyghurs. These could include: writing to
sponsors; organising solidarity sports events;
creating a social media campaign with messages
from Jewish athletes etc.

Find out more on the campaign here:
https://www.renecassin.org/2022-beijing-winter-
olympics-genocide-games/

Discussion  

1) In your own words, what is the
definition of genocide? 
2) Why are the struggles facing the

Uyghurs important to focus on?
3) Does genocide need to include
killing? 
4) why as Jewish people should we
care about what is happening to the
Uyghurs?
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STAY IN TOUCH!

Thank you for engaging with René Cassin's Digital Summer Toolkit!

If you have any questions about the toolkit or our work in general, please be

in touch via email on

info@renecassin.org  or our socials, linked below. 

 

Wishing you a wonderful summer! 

https://twitter.com/Rene_Cassin
https://www.facebook.com/renecassin
https://www.instagram.com/rene.cassin/

