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Dear Reader 

To Nelson Mandela it was “a sudden ray of hope at one of our darkest moments” 

and “an inspiration to many millions of South Africans – proof they were not alone”. 

Mary Robinson thought of it as “a tree planted for mankind as a symbol of justice in 

fertile soil following the end of a great cataclysm”. The Dalai Lama saw it as “a 

natural law that ought to be followed by all peoples and governments”. 

What had so inspired three of the most visionary thinkers of modern times? Answer: 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The Declaration is the foundation stone of 

modern human rights law. Its preamble leaves no doubts as to its origins as a 

response to the Holocaust – “disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted 

in barbarous acts which have outraged the conscience of mankind”. Equally clear is 

its assertion that dignity, equality and human rights provide “the foundation of 

freedom, justice and peace in the world”. 

So, for the charity named after Monsieur René Cassin, the French-Jewish author of 

the Universal Declaration, 2018 has been a special year – marking the 70th 

anniversary of the Declaration’s adoption by the UN General Assembly. 

Under the strapline “celebrating its vision, remembering its origins” we have worked 

to ensure that the significance of this seminal document is fully understood. Much of 

that significance derives from the fact that the Declaration inspired subsequent 

generations of human rights instruments that have had enormous positive effects 

around the world. The Declaration’s DNA lives on in the European Convention on 

Human Rights, which itself forms the basis of our Human Rights Act. And, as our work 

on issues affecting vulnerable minorities attests, these instruments are helping 

ordinary people in everyday situations, here today in the UK. 

But right now it is the Universal Declaration’s vision that is needed at least as much as 

its practical benefits, enormous though those are. Cassin and his generation, who 

fought in the first world war and witnessed the horrors of the second, suffered the 

consequences of nationalism and intolerance. They vowed that never again would 

despots and tyrants be given free rein to persecute and murder. They saw universal 

human rights and internationalist cooperation as routes to a better world. 

They would be horrified at the recent rise of populist nationalism, both globally and in 

the UK. They would recognise the rise in intolerance and scapegoating of minorities. 

They would remind us where “disregard and contempt for human rights” can lead. 

They would urge us to speak out for “freedom, justice and peace”. 

Danny Silverstone 

Chair of Trustee Board  

WELCOME FROM OUR CHAIR 
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This year René Cassin: 

 Celebrated the vision of the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights, and remembered its origins as a response to the horrors 

of the Holocaust 

 Championed the UK’s Human Rights Act, a direct descendent 

of the Universal Declaration, that helps ordinary people in 

everyday situation 

 Conducted a powerful interview with ‘Yuri’, who fled anti-

Semitic persecution in the Middle East, only to find himself 

locked up in the UK’s immigration detention system 

 Mobilised the Jewish community to stand in solidarity with 

Roma groups on Roma Genocide Remembrance Day 

 Published a number of informative blogs analysing key issues 

at the heart of the debate on Modern Slavery in the UK 

 Analysed current threats to human rights and the rule of law 

via a roundtable event of invited experts 

 Produced Making the Jewish Case for Human Rights in the UK 

to argue that Jews have been at forefront of the development 

of human rights and must use their experience and values to 

support other vulnerable minorities 

 Confronted the reality of rising nationalist intolerance during a 

Fellowship Programme study trip to Budapest 

 Saw a significant rise in its outreach to Jewish youth 

movements and community groups 

  

THIS YEAR’S HIGHLIGHTS 
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Why ‘René Cassin’? 

We are proud to take our name from Nobel Laureate and French Jurist Monsieur René 

Cassin, who was one of the principal drafters of the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights and served as President of the European Court of Human Rights. 

He was a lifelong advocate of international human rights protection and understood 

that, because of the Holocaust, it was vital that there was a strong and clear Jewish 

voice for human rights.  

“…there is no task of safeguarding human rights more urgent than that of 

foreseeing such outrages and preventing them.”  

Monsieur René Cassin, Nobel Lecture, 11 December 1968 

 

Our Vision, Mission and Values 

Our vision is of a world where: 

 everyone fully enjoys all their human rights as enshrined in the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights 

 members of the Jewish community are actively engaged in promoting and 

protecting these rights, both within the community and in concert with 

stakeholders outside of the community  

Our mission is to promote and protect the universal rights of all people, drawing on 

Jewish experiences and values. 

We will: 

 remake a compelling case for human rights values 

 campaign for change in defined human rights areas through a combination of 

advocacy, policy analysis, public campaigning and education 

 lead and grow a group of committed Jewish human rights advocates 

 maximise our capacity to work effectively 

 

Our values – underpinning all the work we do: 

 Solidarity – human rights belong to us all, so we stand for the rights of everyone, 

everywhere 

 Judaism – we are inspired by Jewish values and experience 

 Collaboration – our work is not isolated, but intertwined with the efforts of others, 

so we nurture and mobilise relationships 

 Empowerment – we turn today’s Jewish activists into tomorrow’s leaders 

 Monsieur René Cassin – we are determined to create a legacy worthy of our 

namesake 
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As ‘the Jewish voice for human rights’ René Cassin works: 

 within the Jewish community – building support for human rights values amongst 

British Jews 

 in the wider community – bringing a Jewish perspective to human rights 

debates, especially on issues affecting vulnerable minorities 

We build on Monsieur Cassin’s legacy – by working to protect and promote universal 

human rights. We do this through advocacy, policy analysis, public campaigning and 

education. 

Our campaigning work currently focuses on four key issues that strongly resonate with 

the Jewish experience: 

 Protecting human rights provisions in the UK 

 Modern slavery and human trafficking 

 Hate crime and discrimination, particularly against Gypsies, Roma and 

Travellers 

 Asylum and immigration detention  

Our campaigns are complemented by our educational and outreach programmes 

within the Jewish community. 

 

CAMPAIGNS 

Learning the lessons of the Holocaust – remaking the case for 

human rights values 

Modern human rights are the civilised world’s response to the horrors of the Holocaust. 

But the 21st century has seen an erosion in support for human rights values and this 

trend has deepened considerably in recent years. There is now an urgent need to 

revisit the founding principles of human rights and restate the case for their protection 

and promotion. 

Supporting the established human rights infrastructure 

2018 was the 70th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). As 

the charity named after its principal drafter, the UDHR was central to our work 

throughout the year, under the strapline “Celebrating its vision, remembering its 

origins”. In addition to it featuring in our educational programmes (see below), we 

OUR WORK 

http://www.renecassin.org/udhr-at-70-celebrate-remember/
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produced a short animated 

film about the UDHR’s origin 

and significance, and ran a 

weekly Twitter campaign to 

highlight its benefits.  

We marked the 70th anniversary 

on 10 December with a high 

profile public event – featuring 

Professor Philippe Sands and 

Adam Wagner at the Jewish 

Museum. 

We also celebrated the 20th anniversary of the Human Rights Act with 

a week-long campaign in November. The Act is the ‘grandchild’ of 

the UDHR, incorporating the intervening European Convention on 

Human Rights into UK law. The highlight of the campaign saw René 

Cassin hosting a packed premiere and discussion of the film Sunrise, 

not Sunset, directed by Oscar-nominee Paul Morrison.  

The film demonstrates how the Act helps ordinary people in everyday 

situations, telling the story of how a daughter used it to keep her 

elderly parents together after they were placed in separate care 

homes by their local authority.  

The rule of law 

The rule of law is integral to effective human rights protections and is 

itself in danger of being undermined by populist rhetoric. In response, in November we 

organised a roundtable, led by Lord Finkelstein, of leading experts – lawyers, 

academics, campaigners, quango professionals, politicians and Jewish community 

leaders – to discuss the nature and extent of the problem and how best we should 

respond to it. 

Making the case at Westminster and in Whitehall 

In June, we coordinated a letter from 35 Rabbis and other Jewish community figures 

to the then Brexit Secretary, David Davis, urging him to “ … use our withdrawal from 

the European Union as an opportunity to protect and strengthen the provision of 

human rights”.  

In November, we submitted evidence to the Parliamentary Joint Committee on 

Human Rights’ inquiry into the Human Rights Act, concluding  that “ … as the Jewish 

voice for human rights, we strongly support the Human Rights Act and recognise the 

meaningful impact that it has had on the Jewish community, as well as on other 

minority groups and society as a whole”. 

  

A scene from the film 

Sunrise, Not Sunset 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mhc2rCYtvyo&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mhc2rCYtvyo&feature=youtu.be
http://www.renecassin.org/jewish-human-rights-heroes/
http://www.renecassin.org/jewish-human-rights-heroes/
http://www.renecassin.org/jewish-human-rights-heroes/
http://www.renecassin.org/happy-20th-birthday-human-rights-act/
http://www.renecassin.org/sunrise-not-sunset-celebrating-the-human-rights-act-at-20/
http://www.renecassin.org/sunrise-not-sunset-celebrating-the-human-rights-act-at-20/
http://www.renecassin.org/is-the-rule-of-law-under-threat/
http://www.renecassin.org/30-rabbis-and-jewish-community-leaders-sign-our-letter-to-david-davis-mp/
http://www.renecassin.org/rene-cassin-praises-the-human-rights-act-in-submission-to-parliamentary-inquiry/
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Human rights – helping ordinary people in everyday situations 

Throughout the year we have used social media and our online presence to press the 

case that human rights benefit us all on issues that really matter. Just two examples are 

our blog pieces by our Trustee Alex Goldberg on how human rights’ respect for “our 

individuality, our freedom and our humanity” informed the High Court’s decision to 

outlaw a London Coroner’s policy of not taking into account religious sensibilities when 

scheduling inquests; and by Debora Singer, of our human rights campaign group on 

how the Human Rights Act protects the victims of crime. 

Breaking the chains – solidarity with victims of slavery and human 

trafficking  

The Global Slavery Index estimates that there are 136,000 people living in modern 

slavery in the UK.  

Although there has been welcome progress on this issue, serious loopholes remain, 

including gaps in legislation and provisions to support victims of slavery.  René Cassin 

is working to end modern day slavery and human trafficking, by mobilising faith 

communities, highlighting the links between these human rights violations and Jewish 

experience, and by galvanising support from the Jewish community. 

A strong voice … in the community 

We have built on the momentum created by the Chief Rabbi’s powerful call to action 

in the Jewish Chronicle (December 2017, reported last year). The Chief Rabbi’s 

important intervention had come a few weeks after we introduced him to Britain’s 

Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner. We re-iterated his words when we marked 

Anti-Slavery Day on 16 October 2018.  

Our modern slavery campaign team has been active, publishing a number of 

informative blogs on key issues at the heart of the debate – including: analysis of the 

particular situations of domestic workers and the construction industry; the weaknesses 

of the Home Office’s anti-slavery strategy; the difficulty victims experience in getting 

Legal Aid; how we should respond to the National Crime Agency statistics showing an 

increase in slavery victims; and how interfaith action can help to combat the problem. 

… and in Parliament 

We have been active in informing Parliamentary discussions on how we can build on 

the momentum of the Modern Slavery Act and mitigate some of its shortcomings. We 

have been supporting Lord McColl’s Private Member’s Bill, which aims to significantly 

increase support for victims of slavery.  

In September, we gave evidence to the Home Affairs Select Committee’s slavery 

legislation inquiry, arguing that more should be done to help victims of slavery and to 

encourage businesses to take greater responsibility to eradicate slavery in their supply 

http://www.renecassin.org/ruling-on-religious-burials-recognises-our-individuality-our-freedom-and-our-humanity/
http://www.renecassin.org/the-human-rights-act-protecting-victims-of-crime/
https://www.globalslaveryindex.org/2018/findings/country-studies/united-kingdom/
https://www.thejc.com/comment/comment/chief-rabbi-ephraim-mirvis-we-must-all-fight-slavery-1.449795?platform=hootsuite
http://www.renecassin.org/anti-slavery-day-2018/
http://www.renecassin.org/diplomats-and-the-abuse-of-domestic-workers/
https://www.renecassin.org/building-for-the-future-modern-slavery-and-the-construction-industry/
http://www.renecassin.org/2018-time-for-a-real-modern-slavery-strategy
http://www.renecassin.org/modern-slavery-victims-and-legal-aid/
http://www.renecassin.org/modern-slavery-numbers-are-increasing-is-that-to-be-welcomed
http://www.renecassin.org/faiths-to-freedom-interfaith-action-on-modern-slavery/
http://www.renecassin.org/rights-recovery-reform-modern-slavery-victim-support-bill/
http://www.renecassin.org/victim-protections-undermined-rene-cassins-evidence-to-the-parliamentary-inquiry-on-modern-slavery-legislation/
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chains. In October, we made the same arguments in briefing Parliamentarians and 

supporters ahead of the Westminster Hall debate on Tackling Modern Slavery.  

Stamping out slavery in the workplace 

René Cassin is developing a user-friendly toolkit to help small and medium-sized 

businesses ensure that slavery and human trafficking have no role in their work. The 

toolkit will guide businesses through compliance with the Modern Slavery Act, and will 

include examples of best practice to encourage them to go beyond their legal 

obligations. 

 

Standing up to hostility and hate – countering discrimination against 

Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities  

Gypsies, Roma and Travellers share a history of persecution with Jewish people – both 

communities have experienced centuries of racist hostility, both were targeted by the 

Nazis. However, for years this marginalised minority has been subjected to official 

discrimination and persistent prejudice in the media. Now, like Jews, it is also suffering 

rising levels of hate crime.  

Countering rising hate crime 

In July we submitted our recommendations to a Parliamentary Inquiry which asked 

“How do we build community cohesion when hate crime is on the rise?”. Our 

submission concluded that “… community organisations can play an extremely 

important role in increasing community cohesion, by sharing their resources and 

expertise with other targeted communities, and standing in solidarity with one another 

to fight isolation and marginalisation”. 

Remembering Roma victims of the Holocaust 

On 2 August every year we mobilise the Jewish 

community to stand alongside the Roma community as 

it remembers the victims of Nazi genocide. This year was 

no exception, with a strong Jewish contingent at the 

event in London’s Hyde Park. 

 

 

  

Rabbi Herschel Gluck at Roma Holocaust 

Memorial – 2 August 2018 

http://www.renecassin.org/ask-your-mp-to-stand-against-modern-slavery-in-parliament-today/
http://www.renecassin.org/rene-cassin-makes-submission-to-the-all-party-parliamentary-group-on-hate-crime/
http://www.renecassin.org/roma-genocide-remembrance-day/
http://www.renecassin.org/roma-genocide-remembrance-day/


René Cassin – Annual Report 2018 

 
8 

‘Time for a Time Limit’ – calling for an end to indefinite immigration 

detention  

Throughout history, the ability to seek refuge has been essential to Jewish survival. 

However, the UK is the only European country in which refugees and migrants can be 

indefinitely held in immigration detention centres. René Cassin is campaigning for a 

28-day time limit on detention and advocates non-custodial alternatives, which would 

make the immigration process more humane, more effective, and less costly. 

Giving detainees a voice … 

We published a powerful interview with ‘Yuri’, a young Jewish man who fled sustained 

anti-Semitic attacks in his Middle East home country, only to find himself locked up in 

the UK’s immigration detention system.  

… and a listening ear 

In parallel to our campaign for a time limit on immigration detention, we are in the 

final stages of setting up a Jewish Visitors’ Group of René Cassin supporters able to visit 

immigration detainees on a regular basis, providing the lifeline of human contact and 

a sympathetic ear. 

Informing policy-makers 

In July we commented on Stephen Shaw’s second review of immigration detention, 

noting  “… we hope that these reforms are the start of a process to create a more 

humane immigration policy and end indefinite detention”; in September, we 

submitted evidence to a Parliamentary Inquiry on immigration detention, pressing the 

case for a 28-day limit and for the adoption of alternatives to detention. 

 

  

http://www.renecassin.org/they-are-playing-with-peoples-lives-treatment-of-jewish-refugee-highlights-the-uks-shameful-policy-of-indefinite-detention/
http://www.renecassin.org/solidarity-as-a-jewish-value-setting-up-a-jewish-visitors-group/
http://www.renecassin.org/shaw-review-2-the-time-that-many-people-spend-in-detention-remains-deeply-troubling/
http://www.renecassin.org/rene-cassin-submits-evidence-to-parliamentary-inquiry-into-immigration-detention/
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EDUCATION 

Planting the seed – empowering tomorrow’s human rights activists 

We share Monsieur René Cassin’s view that education is “… the most powerful vector 

in advancing the cause of human rights”.  Just as eternal vigilance is the price of 

liberty, so human rights will continue to need well-informed, wise and determined 

advocates. René Cassin is investing in the future, by galvanising a movement of Jewish 

social activists, equipping them with the skills and passion to promote human rights, 

and by ensuring that school students and Jewish youth activists learn that human rights 

are the civilised world’s response to the horrors of the Holocaust. 

Inspiring tomorrow’s human rights defenders 

Our year-long intensive René Cassin – AJA 

Fellowship Programme brings together 

professionals to explore human rights issues 

through a unique Jewish lens, providing them with 

the knowledge, skills and contacts needed to 

enhance their activism in areas of social justice 

and human rights. This year’s activities included a 

study tour to Budapest, to hear how human rights 

activists are responding to rising nationalism and 

intolerance in Hungary. We have also successfully 

recruited an exceptional cohort of Fellows for the 

2019 programme.  

Building an informed and active community 

Our year-long programme of activities to mark 

the 70th anniversary of the UDHR included our 

annual ‘Human Writes’ essay competition, which 

asked “Towering Monument or Crumbling Relic? 

– At 70, is the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights still fit for purpose?”. Competition winner, 

William O’Brien, concluded “The purpose of the UDHR remains as important as ever: 

to safeguard human dignity around the world …  a powerful living force for the 

protection of humanity”. We were delighted and very grateful that leading legal 

commentator Joshua Rozenberg once again agreed to judge the entries 

The UDHR anniversary was also the theme of our resource pack – widely distributed to 

inform annual Human Rights Shabbat on 8 December. In response, a Rabbi from 

Brighton emailed: “Thank you for circulating the brilliant René Cassin resources – and 

everything you and your colleagues are doing to raise consciousness about human 

rights in the Jewish community”. 

René Cassin Fellows visit a Roma village and Jewish 

memorials in Hungary – May 2018 

http://www.renecassin.org/category/fellowship-programme/2018/
http://www.renecassin.org/winner-essay-competition/
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We are developing two important and useful 

resources to reinforce the essential link 

between Jewish values and experience and 

human rights. We have published Making the 

Jewish case for Human Rights in the UK and 

are working on Hagim and Human Rights, 

which links each of the Jewish festivals to a 

powerful human rights theme. These resources 

complement our ongoing Human Rights 

Thought for the Week, which introduces a 

human rights interpretation to each week’s 

Torah portion  

We have significantly increased our 

effectiveness by deploying one of our Fellows 

in a new Youth and Community Outreach 

role. As a result, to date, seven of the eight 

youth movements expressed interest in 

getting involved in this year’s Human Rights 

Shabbat; five invited René Cassin to summer 

camps; and four made an express 

commitment to promote human rights. 

 

 

 

  

http://www.renecassin.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Making-the-Jewish-case-for-human-rights-in-the-UK.pdf
http://www.renecassin.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Making-the-Jewish-case-for-human-rights-in-the-UK.pdf
http://www.renecassin.org/human-rights-thought-for-the-week/
http://www.renecassin.org/human-rights-thought-for-the-week/
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René Cassin relies on its supporters for the funds to carry on its vital work.  

Please help ensure our voice is heard loudly and clearly by supporting us: 

 Make a donation – you can make a one-off gift through our website at 

www.renecassin.org/donate 

 Better still, become a ‘Friend of René Cassin’ by making a monthly donation 

(via the ‘I’d like to give regularly’ option) www.renecassin.org/donate 

 Become an Individual Patron or Corporate Supporter – email the office for 

further details info@renecassin.org  

 Get involved in our campaigns – visit our website for more details 

 Volunteer with us – email info@renecassin.org 

 Sign up for our newsletter at www.renecassin.org 

 Follow us on Twitter twitter.com/Rene_Cassin and Instagram 

https://www.instagram.com/rene.cassin/ and like us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/renecassin 

 Tell your friends, family and colleagues about our work 

 

  

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

http://www.renecassin.org/donate/
http://www.renecassin.org/donate/
mailto:info@renecassin.org
mailto:info@renecassin.org
http://www.renecassin.org/
https://twitter.com/Rene_Cassin
https://www.instagram.com/rene.cassin/
https://www.facebook.com/renecassin
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Revenue and Support 2018 

Donations 123,998 

Total revenue and support 123,998 

 

Expenditure 2018 

Costs of raising voluntary income 3,134 

Charitable activities 103,376 

Total expenditure 106,510 

 

 

Many thanks to our supporters 

 

Anglo Jewish Association 

Bluston Charitable Settlement 

The Evan Cornish Foundation 

Finchley Progressive Synagogue 

Humanitarian Trust 

Little Butterfly Foundation 

SC & ME Morlands Charitable Trust 

Pears Foundation 

 

Sigrid Rausing Trust 

Sybil Shine Memorial Trust 

Shoresh Charitable Trust 

 

And to our individual Patrons (who give 

£1,000 or more annually) and Friends 

(who give regularly by Direct Debit or 

Standing Order) 

  

 

 

  

FINANCE 
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Our Staff 

Mia Hasenson-Gross  Executive Director  

Hannah Swirsky  Campaigns Manager 

Sam Watson  Development Manager 

 

Our Trustees 

Daniel Silverstone  Chair  

Jacob Coy  Treasurer 

Simone Abel   (resigned 14 May 2018) 

Thomas Coombes (appointed 17 September 2018) 

Laura Forster (resigned 14 May 2018) 

Caren Gestetner 

Alexander Goldberg 

Maya Jaffe 

Amanda Lewis  (resigned 17 September 2018) 

Judy Peritz (resigned 14 May 2018) 

Victoria Prais 

Rachel Zaltzman (appointed 4 November 2018) 

 

Our Advisory Council 

Sylvie Bacquet 

Rabbi Tony Bayfield 

Rabbi Dr. Naftali Brawer 

Professor Geraldine van Bueren QC 

Caroline Cassin 

Professor Margaret Greenfields 

Rabbi Laura Janner-Klausner 

Dr. Keith Kahn-Harris  

Daniel Kingsley 

Professor Francesca Klug OBE 

Sir Gavin Lightman 

Dr. Noam Lubell 

Dr. Kishan Manocha 

Rabbi David Mason 

Rabbi Danny Rich 

Rabbi David Rosen CBE 

Professor William Schabas OC 

Rabbi Dr. Norman Solomon 

Yael Weisz-Rind 

Professor Jay Winter 

Rabbi Jonathan Wittenberg  

Dr. Reuven Ziegler   

OUR PEOPLE 
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René Cassin is a UK charity registered on 5 January 2007 (number 1117472 as CCJO 

ReneCassin) and governed by a constitution amended 9 September 2013. Our office 

is located at 853 Finchley Road, London NW11 8LX. 

The charity is governed by the board of trustees listed on the previous page. Our 

constitution stipulates that there must be a minimum of three trustees at any time. 

There is no maximum limit to the number of trustees.  

René Cassin complies with all applicable UK law in recruiting and selecting new 

trustees to join its board. Trustees are normally elected by the members (who are the 

current trustees) of René Cassin at a general meeting. Trustees are appointed on the 

basis of specific skills, experience and knowledge that will enable them to make a 

contribution to the management of the charity. These skills, experience and 

knowledge are first identified in the annual skills audit. When there is a specific gap 

identified, or a trustee with specific skills, experience and knowledge is approaching 

retirement, then a posting seeking to recruit a new trustee will be placed on a variety 

of independent voluntary sector websites, print or online publications. During the 

recruitment and selection process, René Cassin will ensure that prospective new 

trustees are eligible to act, do not have any conflicts of interest, and understand their 

responsibilities and René Cassin’s work. In particular, René Cassin pays heed to Charity 

Commission Guidance CC3: The Essential Trustee: What You need to Know, What You 

Need to Do.  

René Cassin’s board meets every two months to oversee the work of the charity, which 

the board delegates to its small staff team.  

  

LEGAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
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