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Dear Reader 

Writing an annual report is necessarily a retrospective exercise – a prolonged glance 

in the rearview mirror before returning to the wide, open road ahead.  

Even if I had been browsing the website of the US Center for Infectious Disease 

Research and Policy on 31 December 2019 – the final day relevant to this report – I 

may not have noticed a small report announcing “Chinese officials probe 

unidentified pneumonia outbreak in Wuhan”. But, with that seemingly insignificant 

news on an obscure website, everything changed – and that wide, open road 

ahead disappeared into impenetrable fog. 

Interestingly, knowing what we now know does not render our work in 2019 obsolete 

or irrelevant, but rather gives it a new perspective and, in some senses, greater 

urgency. A clear case in point is our decision – taken after an expert roundtable 

discussion led by the author and lawyer Philippe Sands – to give greater emphasis to 

social and economic rights as means of countering the injustice of growing 

inequality. The wisdom and prescience of that decision have since been confirmed 

by the widespread calls for social and economic justice to be the cornerstones of a 

world ‘built back better’ after the Covid emergency. 

Similarly, when we decided to re-constitute our ‘genocide’ campaign stream by 

inviting Rahima Mahmut to address a public meeting in May, few within the Jewish 

community or beyond had heard of her Uyghur people or knew anything of their 

increasingly vicious suppression by the Chinese state. With that meeting René Cassin 

helped start a ball rolling that has since gathered considerable momentum. 

Hopefully, growing worldwide revulsion at the sight of an over-mighty state crushing 

the ethnic and religious identity of its minorities may persuade China to change 

course. 

The first 364 days of 2019 taught us what we already knew: we cannot know the 

future. Nevertheless, we need to keep driving forward, into that fog. Speaking in 

September 2019 at her René Cassin lecture on human rights’ founding document, 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Professor Francesca Klug OBE said “It was 

driven by hope and optimism in the capacity of humans to learn from the past to 

build a better future”. As the organisation that proudly bears the name of Monsieur 

René Cassin, the co-author of that historic Declaration, our work will continue to be 

driven by that same hope and optimism, in the knowledge that the key to a better 

future lies in our ability to understand and apply the lessons of the past. 

Danny Silverstone 

Chair of Trustee Board 

31 August 2020  

WELCOME FROM OUR CHAIR 

https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2019/12/news-scan-dec-31-2019
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2019/12/news-scan-dec-31-2019
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In 2019 René Cassin: 

• Built on 2018’s 70th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights by emphasising the importance of human rights 

“… in small places, close to home” 

• Initiated a Jewish communal response to the reality of the 

Chinese government’s genocidal treatment of its Muslim 

minorities, by inviting a Uyghur representative to a public 

meeting 

• Directly tackled modern slavery, via ‘Homelessness and 

Slavery’ workshops and practical help for victims 

• Launched a ‘Cut It Out’ campaign to counter hate speech, in 

partnership with the Traveller Movement, and community-

wide education through our Human Rights Shabbat 

• Marked Refugee Week with a packed public meeting in 

Parliament addressed by a veteran of the Kindertransport 

comparing experiences with a recent immigration detainee 

• Provided detailed analysis of party manifestos and key 

questions for candidates at this year’s local and general 

elections 

• Held an expert roundtable, led by Professor Philippe Sands QC, 

that identified a need to focus on economic and social rights 

as a means to tackle increasing inequality 

• Trained more than 150 Jewish Youth Movement leaders on a 

range of human rights issues 

 

THIS YEAR’S HIGHLIGHTS 
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Why ‘René Cassin’? 

We are proud to take our name from Nobel Laureate and French Jurist Monsieur René 

Cassin, who was one of the principal drafters of the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights and served as President of the European Court of Human Rights. 

He was a lifelong advocate of international human rights protection and understood 

that, because of the Holocaust, it was vital that there was a strong and clear Jewish 

voice for human rights.  

“…there is no task of safeguarding human rights more urgent than that of 

foreseeing such outrages and preventing them.”  

Monsieur René Cassin, Nobel Lecture, 11 December 1968 

 

Our Vision, Mission and Values 

Our vision is of a world where: 

• everyone fully enjoys all their human rights as enshrined in the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights 

• members of the Jewish community are actively engaged in promoting and 

protecting these rights, both within the community and in concert with 

stakeholders outside of the community  

Our mission is to promote and protect the universal rights of all people, drawing on 

Jewish experiences and values. 

We will: 

• remake a compelling case for human rights values 

• campaign for change in defined human rights areas through a combination of 

advocacy, policy analysis, public campaigning and education 

• lead and grow a group of committed Jewish human rights advocates 

• maximise our capacity to work effectively 

 

Our values – underpinning all the work we do: 

• Solidarity – human rights belong to us all, so we stand for the rights of everyone, 

everywhere 

• Judaism – we are inspired by Jewish values and experience 

• Collaboration – our work is not isolated, but intertwined with the efforts of others, 

so we nurture and mobilise relationships 

• Empowerment – we turn today’s Jewish activists into tomorrow’s leaders 

• Monsieur René Cassin – we are determined to create a legacy worthy of our 

namesake 
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As ‘the Jewish voice for human rights’ René Cassin works: 

• within the Jewish community – building support for human rights values amongst 

British Jews 

• in the wider community – bringing a Jewish perspective to human rights 

debates, especially on issues affecting vulnerable minorities 

We work via advocacy, policy analysis, public campaigning and education, focusing 

on key issues that strongly resonate with Jewish experience. 

Just as much of our work in 2018 emphasised the significance of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights in the year of its 70th anniversary, we have used a seminal 

speech by one of Monsieur Cassin’s colleagues, Eleanor Roosevelt, to contextualise 

our activities in 2019. Speaking on the 10th anniversary of the Declaration, she said 

“Where, after all, do universal human rights begin? In small places, close to home … 

[s]uch are the places where every man, woman, and child seeks equal justice, equal 

opportunity, equal dignity without discrimination”. Crucially, she concluded with a 

plea to ordinary people to work promote and protect these precious rights – “[w]ithout 

concerted citizen action to uphold them close to home, we shall look in vain for 

progress in the larger world”. 

So, in 2019 we have emphasised the relevance of the universal – human rights – in the 

particular context of our day-to-day lives – ‘close to home’ – and encouraged the 

‘citizen action to uphold them’ that Eleanor Roosevelt so eloquently advocated. 

In that context, we have: 

• stressed the enduring values of universal human rights provisions that are the 

legacy of the Holocaust, and their crucial importance in a climate of growing 

nationalism and intolerance   

• brought the solidarity of Jewish values and experience to the support of some 

of the UK’s most vulnerable minorities: 

o scapegoated groups – particularly Gypsy, Roma and Traveller 

communities – suffering discrimination and rising hate crime 

o victims of modern slavery and human trafficking 

o people held indefinitely in immigration detention 

• worked to underpin support for human rights values amongst British Jews, via 

our educational programmes 

OUR WORK 
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We have also expanded our past work on addressing genocide, wherever it happens, 

by opposing  China’s  repression of the Uyghurs; a greater focus on the growing issue 

of hate speech; and the need to look at women’s rights and economic and social 

rights as a means of underpinning popular support for human rights in general. 

Making the case for human rights – ‘in small places, close to home’ 

In January, Holocaust Memorial Day’s theme, ‘Torn from Home’, reflected the grim 

reality of so many of today’s refugees, and resonated with Jewish experience down 

the centuries. Our public statement that day pondered the meaning of this most 

emotive of words for the people René Cassin exists to help: 

“… for many of our neighbours the word ‘home’ rings hollow. For the trafficked woman 

enslaved in a forced marriage or domestic servitude. For the refugee held in one of 

our immigration detention centres. For Gypsy, Roma and Traveller families denied the 

most basic public provision.” 

It was concern for these issues, and the people affected by them, that informed our 

public information work during the year. At local elections in May and the general 

election in December, we provided our supporters with detailed analysis of the party 

manifestos and key questions with which to probe candidates. 

The Human Rights Act is said to have ‘brought rights home’, by incorporating the 

European Convention on Human Rights into UK law, and making legal protection of 

rights much more accessible to ordinary people in their everyday lives. Nowhere is that 

more evident than in the case of people with disabilities – as Jewish disabled activist, 

Simone Aspis, documented in her blog on our website “[f]or some disabled people, 

the Human Rights Act has been a life-saver”. 

Jewish values underpin and inform our day-to-day work. In September, in a lecture at 

the Liberal Jewish Synagogue, Professor Francesca Klug gave a masterclass in the 

Jewish roots of human rights, highlighting the work, among others, of our namesake 

Monsieur René Cassin and his seminal UDHR. 

Reflecting on the recent rise of populist nationalism, she concluded: “I can remember 

no other period when we’ve been in greater danger of losing the insights and wisdom 

of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights”. 

The ‘insights and wisdom’ behind the drafting of the Declaration were the bitter lesson 

of authoritarian terror and the horrors of the Second World War. In the latest of our 

expert ‘roundtable’ discussions in October, eminent human rights lawyer and author 

Philippe Sands led an analysis of the strains currently afflicting the internationalist 

human rights order that is the legacy of that ‘1945 moment’. That analysis concluded 

that we need to prioritise addressing inequality – via a focus on social and economic 

rights – as a means of engendering a stronger sense of solidarity around rule of law 

and human rights. 

https://www.renecassin.org/human-rights-begin-at-home/
https://www.renecassin.org/european-elections-statement/
https://www.renecassin.org/vote-for-human-rights/
https://www.renecassin.org/vote-for-human-rights/
https://www.renecassin.org/why-is-the-human-rights-act-important-for-disabled-people/
https://www.renecassin.org/universal-human-rights/
https://www.renecassin.org/the-uk-and-the-rule-of-law-a-crisis-of-national-identity/
https://www.renecassin.org/the-uk-and-the-rule-of-law-a-crisis-of-national-identity/
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Finding a home for human rights – modern day slavery and human 

trafficking 

The scourge of modern slavery and human trafficking touches every community, but 

socially isolated and vulnerable groups are particularly susceptible to exploitation: 

• To mark International Women’s Day in March, René Cassin teamed up with the 

anti-slavery charity Unseen to provide vital practical support – from a hot meal 

to the shelter of a safe house – for female survivors of slavery and trafficking, via 

our ‘Fundraising for Freedom’ campaign. 

• Recent reports suggest traffickers are targeting the growing army of homeless 

people. So, in November, René Cassin ran two ‘Homelessness and Modern 

Slavery’ workshops. These equipped Jewish volunteers working in soup kitchens, 

homeless shelters and asylum drop-in centres with the knowledge to spot the 

tell-tale signs of modern slavery, and the tools to respond effectively. 

To back up the hands-on elements of our work, in the Spring we published a number 

of expert blogs looking at more technical and tangential issues concerning slavery 

and trafficking, including: Will Bordell’s analysis of slavery statistics; Jane Kilpatrick on 

how immigration regulations are undermining the fight against slavery; and Lauren 

Chaplin on the link between fast fashion and modern slavery. 

 

No home for hatred – Gypsy, Roma and Traveller rights and a 

growing focus on hate speech 

Some of our neighbours are vilified and denied the right to a home – in March we 

coordinated a  letter from 29 rabbis and Jewish community organisations to the Home 

Secretary, Sajid Javid, to protest at the prejudicial language used in a Home Office 

statement about Traveller sites and the fact that Government policy was criminalising 

this minority and denying it the right to a home. It seems evident that Javid’s successor, 

Priti Patel, intends to intensify this policy – the basic right to a home will clearly remain 

a key issue for René Cassin in the future. 

On 2 August, René Cassin trustee Rabbi Alex Goldberg and director Mia Hasenson-

Gross spoke at a gathering in London’s Hyde Park to commemorate the 75th 

anniversary of the liquidation of the Roma camp at Auschwitz, when 2,897 Roma men, 

women and children were murdered by the Nazis. 

There has been a worrying increase in hate speech and hate crime in recent years. In 

response, René Cassin teamed up with long-term partner the Traveller Movement to 

launch a ‘Cut It Out’ anti-hate speech campaign at a packed meeting in Parliament 

at the end of October. 

Much hateful rhetoric is driven by conspiracy theories that blame minorities for political 

and social problems. By their nature, such theories can form the basis of belief systems 

https://www.unseenuk.org/
https://www.renecassin.org/international-womens-day-2019-fundraising-for-freedom/
https://www.renecassin.org/modern-slavery-and-homelessness-rene-cassin-workshop/
https://www.renecassin.org/modern-slavery-and-homelessness-rene-cassin-workshop/
https://www.renecassin.org/as-modern-slavery-starts-to-emerge-from-the-shadows-are-we-ready-for-it/
https://www.renecassin.org/immigration-regulations-undermine-nrm-despite-reforms/
https://www.renecassin.org/thats-not-a-good-look-fast-fashion-and-modern-slavery/
https://www.renecassin.org/we-must-call-out-prejudice/
https://www.renecassin.org/we-must-call-out-prejudice/
https://www.renecassin.org/roma-genocide-remembrance-day-2019/
https://www.renecassin.org/roma-genocide-remembrance-day-2019/
https://www.renecassin.org/cut-it-out-launch-in-parliament/
https://www.renecassin.org/standing-together-against-hate-cut-it-out/
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that are very difficult to counter. Entertainment offers a less confrontational route than 

direct political opposition and so may be more effective in shifting hateful opinion. 

That was the rationale behind our hosting of the one-man show Conspiracy Theory: A 

Lizard’s Tale at London’s JW3 in December. 

And hate crime formed the basis of our Human Rights Shabbat, timed to coincide with 

International Human Rights Day in December. This year, a record number of 50 

communities took part, including synagogues, youth movements and student 

societies.  

“Thank you very much for sending the Human Rights Shabbat Resources. 

Such an impressive range of materials.” Rabbi, Brighton 

Alone, a long way from home – migrants held in indefinite 

immigration detention 

Holocaust Memorial Day’s ‘Torn from Home’ theme could equally be applied to the 

issue of immigration detention. We have continued to make slow but steady progress 

on this issue. There was a very encouraging development in February when 

Parliament’s Joint Committee on Human Rights echoed our call for a time limit on 

immigration detention of 28 days. 

In June we were in Parliament to mark Refugee Week. Our packed meeting heard 

moving first-hand accounts from Ruth Barnett, who arrived aged four on the 

Kindertransport, and Michael Darko who much more recently spent two years locked 

up in an immigration detention centre. Our message – end the inhumane practice of 

indefinite detention by introducing a 28-day limit. 

We backed up that message with an opinion piece in Jewish News to coincide with 

Refugee Week. 

Is ‘never again’ happening again? Repression of Uyghur Muslims in 

China  

The ‘Torn from Home’ theme has a chilling echo in the plight of China’s Uyghur Muslims. 

In May, alarmed by reports that China has forced between one and two million Uyghur 

people into draconian internment camps in an attempt to ‘re-educate’ them out of 

their Muslim faith and Turkic culture, we set up a public meeting with experts and 

representatives of the Uyghur diaspora and the Jewish community.  

As an outcome of the meeting, René Cassin director Mia Hasenson-Gross attended 

an Iftar (the breaking of the daily Ramadan fast) with members of the Uyghur 

community and member of Liberal Jewish Synagogue, and supported an ongoing 

weekly solidarity vigil outside the Cultural Section of the Chinese Embassy in 

Hampstead. 

https://www.renecassin.org/conspiracy-theory-a-lizards-tale/
https://www.renecassin.org/conspiracy-theory-a-lizards-tale/
https://www.renecassin.org/parliamentary-committee-backs-call-for-a-28-day-time-limit/
https://www.renecassin.org/kindertransport-to-the-hostile-environment-britains-immigration-system-then-and-now/
https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/the-lethal-policy-of-indefinite-detention/
https://www.renecassin.org/never-again-a-jewish-response-to-the-uyghur-crisis/
https://www.renecassin.org/jewish-action-against-persecution-of-uyghurs/
https://www.renecassin.org/jewish-action-against-persecution-of-uyghurs/
https://www.renecassin.org/jewish-action-against-persecution-of-uyghurs/
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In October, we made detailed recommendations to the Foreign Affairs Select 

Committee and will be pressing the incoming government to confront the Chinese 

authorities as a matter of urgency.  

We used the 71st anniversary the Genocide Convention on 9 December to reiterate 

the fact that the convention was an expression of the world’s determination to learn 

lessons from the horrors of the Second World War, and the fact that China’s brutal 

treatment of its religious minorities is violating that spirit. 

Building a better future – educational work  

There is no better way of building a brighter future than working today to inspire the 

human rights defenders of tomorrow. To that end, we have been active in educating 

schools, youth groups and the wider community in the importance of protecting our 

human rights frameworks and advocating for the rights of vulnerable minorities. 

The centrepiece of our educational work is our year-long René Cassin Fellowship 

Programme. In May, the programme visited Hungary – a case study in the challenges 

of contemporary human rights, as a democratic republic slides towards increasingly 

repressive and anti-democratic politics. We were horrified to hear first-hand reports of 

rising anti-Semitism and witness the exclusion and isolation of Roma community from 

mainstream Hungarian life. But we were also enormously inspired by, as one of our 

Fellows put it, the “… energy, hope and personal commitment of individuals to building 

community.” 

And our commitment to building a human rights community here in the UK saw us: 

• train more than 150 youth movement leaders – including from Noam, Habonim 

Dror, RSY-Netzer, LJY-Netzer and JLGB – on human rights issues 

• partner with the Union of Jewish Students and Moishe House – especially on 

raising awareness and providing opportunities to tackle modern slavery and the 

rise in hate crime 

• deliver human rights sessions to four Jewish Societies and three Jewish adult 

education programmes  

• present at Limmud Manchester, Limmud After Dark and Limmud Festival 

• host a record number of seven work experience students 

• run our annual ‘Human Writes’ essay competition, which asked “Social media: 

friend or foe of human rights?”. Claudia Hyde’s winning entry impressed judge 

Adam Wagner, who called it “a thoughtful piece which made me think”. 

 

“Thank you on behalf of our community for joining us at Westminster Chai. I 

heard some lovely feedback from people who attended” 

Synagogue Events Manager 

 

  

https://www.renecassin.org/xinjiang-never-again-is-happening-again/
https://www.renecassin.org/marking-the-anniversary-of-the-un-convention-against-genocide-9-december-2019/
https://www.renecassin.org/marking-the-anniversary-of-the-un-convention-against-genocide-9-december-2019/
https://www.renecassin.org/what-we-do/fellowship-programme/
https://www.renecassin.org/what-we-do/fellowship-programme/
https://www.renecassin.org/budapest-may-2019/
https://www.renecassin.org/whats-the-situation-in-hungary-and-whats-it-like-for-minorities-friday-24-may-2019/
https://www.renecassin.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Social-Media-Friend-or-Foe-of-Human-Rights-Ren%C3%A9-Cassin-essay-competition-winner.pdf
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René Cassin relies on its supporters for the funds to carry on its vital work.  

Please help ensure our voice is heard loudly and clearly by supporting us: 

• Make a donation – you can make a one-off gift through our website at 

www.renecassin.org/donate 

• Better still, become a ‘Friend of René Cassin’ by making a monthly donation 

(via the ‘I’d like to give regularly’ option) www.renecassin.org/donate 

• Become an Individual Patron or Corporate Supporter – email the office for 

further details info@renecassin.org  

• Get involved in our campaigns – visit our website for more details 

• Attend our events – www.renecassin.org/category/events/ 

• Volunteer with us – email info@renecassin.org 

• Sign up for our newsletter at www.renecassin.org 

• Follow us on Twitter twitter.com/Rene_Cassin and Instagram 

www.instagram.com/rene.cassin/ and like us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/renecassin 

• Tell your friends, family and colleagues about our work 

 

  

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

http://www.renecassin.org/donate/
http://www.renecassin.org/donate/
mailto:info@renecassin.org
https://www.renecassin.org/category/events/
mailto:info@renecassin.org
http://www.renecassin.org/
https://twitter.com/Rene_Cassin
https://www.instagram.com/rene.cassin/
https://www.facebook.com/renecassin
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Revenue and Support 2019 

Donations 127,040 

Total revenue and support 127,040 

 

Expenditure 2019 

Costs of raising voluntary income 1,799 

Charitable activities 113,451 

Total expenditure 115,250 

 

 

Many thanks to our supporters 

 

Anglo Jewish Association 

Bluston Charitable Settlement 

Harbour Foundation 

Humanitarian Trust 

Little Butterfly Foundation 

SC & ME Morlands Charitable Trust 

Pears Foundation 

 

Sigrid Rausing Trust 

Sybil Shine Memorial Trust 

Shoresh Charitable Trust 

 

And to our individual Patrons (who give 

£1,000 or more annually) and Friends 

(who give regularly by Direct Debit or 

Standing Order) 

  

 

 

  

FINANCE 
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Our Staff 

Mia Hasenson-Gross  Executive Director  

Hannah Swirsky  Campaigns Manager (to October 2019) 

Jessye Berkowitz-Werner Campaigns Officer (from November 2019) 

Moses Seitler  Education & Community Engagement Officer 

  (from December 2019) 

Sam Watson  Development Manager 

 

Our Trustees 

Daniel Silverstone  Chair  

Jacob Coy  Treasurer (to September 2019)  

Jeff Highfield Treasurer (from September 2019) 

Thomas Coombes (to September 2019) 

Caren Gestetner  

Alexander Goldberg  

Maya Jaffe  

Victoria Prais  

Rachel Zaltzman  

 

Our Advisory Council 

Sylvie Bacquet 

Rabbi Tony Bayfield 

Rabbi Dr. Naftali Brawer 

Professor Geraldine van Bueren QC 

Caroline Cassin 

Professor Margaret Greenfields 

Rabbi Laura Janner-Klausner 

Dr. Keith Kahn-Harris  

Daniel Kingsley 

Professor Francesca Klug OBE 

Dr. Noam Lubell 

Dr. Kishan Manocha 

Rabbi David Mason 

Rabbi Danny Rich 

Rabbi David Rosen CBE 

Professor William Schabas OC 

Rabbi Dr. Norman Solomon 

Yael Weisz-Rind 

Professor Jay Winter 

Rabbi Jonathan Wittenberg  

Dr. Reuven Ziegler   

OUR PEOPLE 
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René Cassin is a UK charity registered on 5 January 2007 (number 1117472 as CCJO 

ReneCassin) and governed by a constitution amended 9 September 2013. Our office 

is located at 853 Finchley Road, London NW11 8LX. 

The charity is governed by the board of trustees listed on the previous page. Our 

constitution stipulates that there must be a minimum of three trustees at any time. 

There is no maximum limit to the number of trustees.  

René Cassin complies with all applicable UK law in recruiting and selecting new 

trustees to join its board. Trustees are normally elected by the members (who are the 

current trustees) of René Cassin at a general meeting. Trustees are appointed on the 

basis of specific skills, experience and knowledge that will enable them to make a 

contribution to the management of the charity. These skills, experience and 

knowledge are first identified in the annual skills audit. When there is a specific gap 

identified, or a trustee with specific skills, experience and knowledge is approaching 

retirement, then a posting seeking to recruit a new trustee will be placed on a variety 

of independent voluntary sector websites, print or online publications. During the 

recruitment and selection process, René Cassin will ensure that prospective new 

trustees are eligible to act, do not have any conflicts of interest, and understand their 

responsibilities and René Cassin’s work. In particular, René Cassin pays heed to 

Charity Commission Guidance CC3: The Essential Trustee: What You need to Know, 

What You Need to Do.  

René Cassin’s board meets every two months to oversee the work of the charity, 

which the board delegates to its small staff team. All policies, such as risk register and 

safeguarding, are reviewed regularly and are up to date. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEGAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
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Email   info@renecassin.org 

Website   www.renecassin.org 
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